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Acknowledgements- and a decade of history 

By Maureen Ross 

 

This work was built upon the foundation laid by many citizen volunteers before us.  Cherrydale 

has been a vitally active neighborhood since itôs naming in 1893.  We owe a debt to former 

leaders who created the fabric of community, from which our first Neighborhood Conservation  

Plan was approved in 1987.  Some of those leaders still live in Cherrydale and still contribute 

decades later in one way or another. These neighbors include Howard Seamen, Tom OôReilly, 

Bill Harkins, Margie McKelvey, Scott Springston, Kathy Holt, Tom Korns, Nancy Iacomini, Marty 

Wagner, Elizabeth Cotsworth, Eric Dobson, June Million, Stuart Shelton and many others.  

Upon their work, in 2003 we resurveyed the community and I, having inherited the survey 

questionnaire, had the duty of organizing a committee to analyze and report faithfully the results 

with which we then wrote the NC Plan approved by the CCA in 2004.  At the same time, Kate 

Trygstadt chaired our Cherrydale Parks Committee when we wrote our Parks and Open Spaces 

Plan in ô04. 

With the points earned from this huge endeavor we were able to get our next 3 NC projects 

completed: Randolph Street captained by Phil Vitale; the long delayed 18th Street endeavor  

(sidewalk and storm sewer) led by Steve Lent; and the recent Kenmore Street and soon-to-be 

20th street projects, led by Jim Todd.  Harry Spector was our NC representative for over 6 years, 

shepherding projects and making sure we never missed an opportunity to benefit Cherrydale.  

Later Bill Novak, Erik Meyers and Ron Kampeas, our Dream Team, surveyed our sidewalks, 

sidewalk utilities, and tree canopy documenting areas which needed attention sooner than later.  

There were significant delays at the county level that made the hard work of completing an NC 

Plan almost questionable for a while.  Cherrydale has twice had the longest delayed projects in 

NC historyï 18thSt (sidewalk) and the Power Station (brick wall and landscaping) both took 

more than 10 years. To be a captain of an NC project is to have patience, perseverance, and a 

fierce tenacity.  In addition while, captains strive to promote a great project they must protect 

individuals from questionable county rules that can actually reduce property values. For 

example, older more narrow streets sometimes cannot accommodate County regulations for 

wider sidewalks and still allow on-street parking. We work for reasonable exceptions in these 

cases.  Happily, once completed most residents are very pleased with the results, and grateful 

that the engineers and NC staff worked with them as well as they did. 

An important lesson is provided by the withdrawn NC project on 21st next to the new fire station, 

where every few years county changed the rules, and then re-scoped the project, so that what 

was once just a request for curb and gutter in 1999 became a mandatory 3 foot sidewalk, and 

then finally a 5 foot sidewalk.  Thus after waiting 10 years for this project, scoped 3 times, to 

reach NC No. 1 ranking, our project was voted down by its own residents due to the loss of 

parking for those who had no driveways, thanks to the new 5-foot sidewalk rule. And Cherrydale 

lost a funding round.  That county kept moving the goal posts was, and is, deeply unfair.  In 

addition, it was an unreasonable requirement for a very old and narrow street. The editor of the 

2004 Cherrydale NC Plan was a resident of 21st.  David Wade did a fantastic job though he 
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never got the project he had hoped for his street. Given current County rules, this dead end 

street will likely remain unimproved forever. 

With the above historical perspective as background, it was a relief to note NC organizational 

changes which allowed recent NC Cherrydale projects to move along without much delay.  In 

2013 we therefore gathered a team to write a new survey upon which our 2014 plan would be 

based.  The current NC Plan follows up on the 2004 plan with some of the same leaders helping 

again.  We had the fortune of having very new residents join our team, while we retained 

longtime residents like Tom Korns, who has been involved one way or another in the CCA for 

over 30 years. Our Survey Team was composed of a core crew including Maureen Ross, Tom 

Korns, Jim Todd, Sara Cruley, Deborah Cook, Meg Rydzewski and Gillian Burgess, with help 

from Margie McKelvey, Tom Hone, and for review Bill Novak, Ann Quinn and Katherine 

Christensen.  A special thanks goes to Meg Rydzewski for managing the survey monkey data 

and ensuring information about the survey was posted on the Cherrydale Citizensô Association 

web site.   

Once the timeframe for responding to the survey passed, our committee reconvened to delve 

into the results.  We tried to represent the responses to the survey as honestly as possible in 

summarizing the data.  Once the raw data was interpreted, we began to write the plan, based 

on the desires and preferences revealed in the survey responses.  At this point, we had been 

meeting two to three times a month for 6 months, plus reviewing and writing on our own.   It was 

summer 2013.  Editing all our versions to one voice was difficult and the job went from one 

editor to the next until in the Spring of 2014, it finally came back to Sara Cruley, Deborah Cook 

and myself.  We completed the Lee Hwy and Businesses section and ñHow we travelò and any 

other missing pieces. 

Tom Korns has been a constant inspiration, a veritable fountain of ideas combined with 

institutional memory. And Katherine Christensen proofread the finalized NC Plan for us. Various 

residents reviewed sections where they were ñexpertò.  We are grateful for the time they 

contributed to ensure the newest NC plan is written clearly. We have been as faithful as 

possible to the 2013 survey results as well as previous NC Plans. This project was an immense 

amount of work, performed by volunteers with full time jobs and family obligations.  It 

demonstrates a tremendous commitment to preserving and promoting this community. As such 

we hope it will be respected by the County, especially when development is being considered. 

 

Special Acknowledgement to County Staff: 

Readers should keep in mind how much better Lee Hwy appears now compared to last year 

when our survey was completed.  Having the Discover Cherrydale Day 5/31/14 provided a 

deadline by which time Lee Hwy needed to be spruced up.  County met that deadline with a few 

exceptions such as the delay in Capital Bikeshare contract.  Much remains to be done, but what 

an improvement! 

 

A star among county employees is Abe Bibizadeh, engineer in DES. Abe takes ownership of 

anything we send him.  He always responds promptly, forwards our concerns to whatever 
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department should be copied and requests their assistance, which invariably arrives.  He is 

reliable, responsible and compassionate, so much so that he receives 10 times the number of 

emails from us as any other county employee.  We need more staff like Abe, who cares enough 

to see the job done, even when itôs not his direct responsibility. We are deeply grateful to him for 

all he has done for Cherrydale and Arlington. 

 

The willingness of County staff to meet at times residents can meet, sometimes 7 AM, 

sometimes 7 or even 8 PM, is a sterling principle without which true citizen participation in 

governance would be severely compromised. Staff have come to our meetings, our homes and 

met on-site whenever we needed them.  We are grateful. By order of sheer number of meetings 

attended, we thank Shannon Flanagan Watson, Patrick Wegeng, Abe Bibizadeh, Elizabeth 

(Betty) Diggs, Mike Collins, Luis Araya, Jill Yutan, Sena Wijesinha, Gino Squarciafico, Robert 

Froh, Wilfredo Calderone, and new arrival Larry Marcus.  County Board members who have 

come to listen more than once, in order of times met, are Paul Ferguson, Jay Fissette, Libby 

Garvey, Mary Hynes and John Vihstadt.  Jay has even taken bike tours of Cherrydale with us 

and kept an open door policy. 

 

Patrick Wegeng in Parks has worked tirelessly with us in our parks especially Hidden Pond, 

supported us with our invasive vine removal program and walked Lee Hwy with us to repair the 

significant tree damage and replace many of those that died. He inspires us.  Jaimie Bartalon 

too has taken the tours and we believe County is improving its tree planting program. But more 

crew is needed to water public trees in the summer and to allow staff to supervise plantings.   

Every once in a while a community liaison officer shines. Such is the case with Officer Adam 

Cridor who always responds to our inquiries promptly, and follows-up on the rare crime, but also 

helps us with otherwise unenforceable zoning and code violations, coming to witness them and 

interact with the commercial offender when other county employees will not. Oleg Kotov, bus 

stop program manager, is another true gem.  He has joined us on bike tours of our bus stops 

and worked diligently on improvements with contagious enthusiasm. In the past 3 years we 

have accomplished more to improve our bus stops with his help than we did in the 10 previous.   

In the street sweeping department Dan Gray made an impression by coming out to review 

resident complaints about the quality of the cleaning, thereby diagnosing the problem and fixing 

the angle of the sweepers.  Without a trace of defensiveness and with incredible speed he came 

out personally. Such cooperation transformed a potentially acrimonious situation into one of 

teamwork and pride in our county. Wonderful.  

Betty Diggs in traffic engineering represented the controversial traffic calming program, and as 

much as we distrusted the process, we always trusted her.  No nonsense, by the book, for a 

decade she dealt with frustrated citizens desperate for safer streets.  Through her we gained 3 

projects (Monroe St, Utah St and Vacation Lane) and she is now working on the difficult 5-points 

intersection.  Luis Araya now DES  Subdivision and Bonds Administrator has been warmly 

supportive over the years as well. 

Robert Froh in traffic engineering, along with Mike Collins, were pretty much tortured with 

repeated meetings and tours of Lee Hwy to review problems,  including the long delay in the 
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utility undergrounding project (14 years), construction damage and complaints about where 

utilities are placed, often blocking sidewalks. We even took Verizon, Comcast and Dominion on 

the same tours. We are not sure, but we hope, that walking Lee Hwy while I pushed a baby 

stroller made an impression on these men, that paths must be wide enough for everyone. We 

hope also that the concept of community walk thrus of projects BEFORE installation of utilities 

can prevent foolish mistakes that narrow paths or destroy options for tree canopy. Certainly 

walk thru tours mid project and at the end will also ensure that construction mess is cleaned up, 

and damage accounted for, so we donôt wait for years for resolution but merely days. 

A tough job went to Shahriar Samiri, Director Inspection Services, when the Bromptons Loft 

building on Lee Hwy was left to crumble unfinished for years. New to the County, Shahriar met 

with us repeatedly about the bad condition of this site and he placed marching orders for getting 

the project back on track.  He did it well, undefensively, reliably, open, clear, and on time. A fun 

job went to Jennifer Rothschild from Cherrydale Library who was key to the success of Discover 

Cherrydale event, making it fun, organized, and even more child friendly. She was warm, 

creative and helpful in all ways. 

 

Finally, deepest thanks go to Terry Yates, Arlington/Fairfax Permits Manager, Virginia 

Department of Transportation for allowing the art project on the Lee Hwy/Monroe median, which 

was cleared as a beautification landscaping effort.  But he also helped resolve the 15 foot mud 

puddle problem at a bus stop by the VDOT wall, and put us in touch with Albert Rollins and 

Richard Supinger (VDOT maintenance for Arlington). These gentlemen are working with us to 

gain compliance on signage violations with Mattress Warehouse which has been putting out 5-7 

signs on Lee hwy most weekends. We will surely be working with them more as we strive to 

improve cross walks, and regain on-street parking on Lee hwy which is a VDOT road. 

 

Completed Neighborhood Conservation Projects:. 

 

    
18th St before and after pix (photos from County) 
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Kenmore St before and afters. 

 

          
wŀƴŘƻƭǇƘ {ǘΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜΧ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ  ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪ ŎǳǊō ŀƴŘ ƎǳǘǘŜǊ installation. 

 
 

 
Stafford north of old Lee hwy by 21st, remains unimproved, no sidewalk curb or gutter. 

 

Also completed, Missing Link Projects  

1901 N. Nelson Street 

20th Road North 

17th Street North   
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Recommendation no 1: 

 

 

The CCA 2013 Survey has proved immensely useful and revealing.  It could and should be  

mined for more information especially via cross tabulation of responses. It is the absolute 

foundation upon which our NC Plan 2014 has been written.  Cherrydale is happy to share its NC 

survey questions with other associations, to adapt as they see fit. It is written in SURVEY 

MONKEY format. Purchase of the Survey Monkey format was not expensive.  We recommend 

any users read thru our Lessons Learned section (attachment 27) first.    

Current CCA leadership has completed 2 NC Neighborhood surveys and 2 NC Plans, for a total 

of 3 NC Plans, so we have institutional memory, especially on what questions work and which 

ones donôt. But we wontô be updating our plan for potentially 10 more years. By then, who will 

remember what we have learned and what we would do differently? Hence we have written the 

Lessons Learned Section.   

We believe however, it is time for Arlington County to consider using a standard but adaptable 

survey or surveys, which neighborhoods can choose to use rather than rewrite their own every 

10 years.  This would save probably 4-5 months of meetings and writing by citizen volunteers.  

One could also then compare survey results throughout Arlington, and provide a fairly good 

ñsatisfaction ñ survey about the County as well as pick up on important trends and issues.  A 

well designed and vetted survey would also help assure that questions ask specifically what 

was meant to be asked and responses provide useful and clear information.   

 

Recommendation no 1 : Arlington should work with neighborhoods to create and offer a 

standard survey or surveys, which neighborhoods can choose to use rather than write their own 

every 10 years This would save time and energy, standardize questions so responses can be 

studied County-wide, provide a reasonable satisfaction survey, and pick up on important trends 

and issues.  The survey must be well designed, provide clear responses, and it should be vetted 

and approved not only by experts but by citizen associations. If the survey however, is seen as 

a county tool rather than a tool for the neighborhoods, it will not be completed with the 

perseverance and devotion necessary by a sufficient number of residents to be valid.   
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Executive summary 

 

 
Cherrydale evolved organically over 100 years ago from small farms and cherry orchards into a 

vibrant village.  And even with exponential growth of both Arlington and Washington D.C., our 

village survived urbanization to become what it is today; a diverse neighborhood of singles, 

young families, and long time neighbors. Lee Hwy, which traverses the neighborhood, is an 

essential element of Cherrydale's social texture.  We view it as our ñMain Street,ò as it provides 

a ñhomeò to our many independent restaurants and entrepreneurial shops; exudes the spirit of 

our community; and contains a pedestrian network for a more ñcar free diet.ò This is only true, in 

spite of it being a busy, important, commuter corridor, because the current allowed low building 

height compliments our residential area rather than overtakes or suppresses it. 

 

 It cannot be emphasized enough that the vast majority of Cherrydalers hold the current low 

density commercial nature essential to our neighborhoodôs long standing village character. We 

relish the opportunity to work with the county to beautify and improve it to modern standards but 

this does not mean ñreinventing" it with incompatible high rise buildings with anonymous 

residential housing and cookie-cutter retail. That is not who we are or want to become. This 

includes the current property Safeway now sits on, should that ever be redeveloped, as well as 

the older buildings along Lee Hwy. 

 

We want to walk more and cycle more, but acknowledge that driving is still our main mode of 

transportation. It is a reality.  We want all modes of transportation to be safe, efficient and 

convenient. We want to see businesses thrive with sufficient parking, and we want to be able to 

park by our homes. But we are more than willing to walk to near destinations if the walk is safe, 

attractive, and blessed with tree canopy.  

 

The devil is in the details, so when projects are planned here, the community needs to be 

involved in details such as exactly where a utility will be placed. Thus we would avoid the pitfalls 

already experienced such as narrowed sidewalks and loss of sites for trees. The  community 

can liaison with businesses and residents for better outcomes for all if we are involved early 

enough. All the fine planning in the world makes little difference however, if basic upkeep and 

maintenance remain helter skelter as it is now along Lee Hwy. 

Cherrydale should be known for its unique restaurants, safe pleasant hassel-free shopping, and 

as a haven for cyclists and perhaps even artists. We welcomed Capitol Bike Share specifically 

to the Safeway site so as to attract cycling shoppers from other neighborhoods. We are 

dedicated to increasing walking and cycling and hence we created the Cherrydale walking tour 

this last spring as part of the Walk Arlington Program (http://www.cherrydale.net/cherrydale-

walking-tour.html)  

 

Our community has held no less than 3 art events showing the work of residents in both 

Cherrydale and Maywood as well as displaying their art in the empty former site of Cherrydale 

Auto Parts on Lee and Lincoln St.  We held the first of hopefully more writersô talks at our 

popular Book Nook and we encourage always the celebration of Cherrydale creativity and 

http://www.cherrydale.net/cherrydale-walking-tour.html
http://www.cherrydale.net/cherrydale-walking-tour.html
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careers. We encouraged the creation of the Cherrydale Business Association, and helped 

celebrate our businesses at our first Discover Cherrydale Event, co-hosted by the CBA, CCA 

and Cherrydale Library. In essence, we want to be on the map known as the small town gem 

that it is, with a thriving and supportive community of individuals and families. 

 

Please refer to attachment 26, Cherrydaleôs presentation to the Civic Federation, Concerns (and 

recommendations) for 2014 and onward. 

 

 

 

 
Annual parade, W&L band (photo by Dave Ostrander); below left: Cherrydale street scene, right: 
Volunteers finish 2nd window display of community art at the ART Corner, an empty building we borrow 
from property owner who allows us to show art in the large lovely windows. (photo Greg Embree) 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
The 2013 CCA survey tells us a lot about who we are as a community, what we value and 

desire here in Cherrydale, and helps  inform plans for the future of our neighborhood. The 

recommendations in our NC Plan therefore almost always came from survey results with strong 

majority agreement. When they do we list the survey question(s) from which the 

recommendation arose.  Sometimes a recommendation arises from a minority concern because 

of the strength of that concern (eg. noise issues) and/or the experience of officers and 

neighbors in dealing with those concerns.  We have been as faithful as possible to the survey 

results in guiding feedback and plans to the County. 

 

 

 A Note on our Survey and How the Numbers are Presented 

The survey is long, so to keep each section readable, we provide an introduction, a summary of 

related survey results, photographs, and then recommendations.  The full survey report is the 

last attachment of the NC Plan. In this report, numbers sometimes appear in parentheses after 

percentages.  The numbers refer to raw data from the survey. The numerator is the number of 

respondents who chose a certain answer to a question; the denominator is the total number of 

responses to that particular question.  To illustrate: in response to Question #1 about the type of 

residence in which they live, 93.2% of respondents (245/263) reported living in a single-family 

home they own.  This survey summary uses this method of presenting data throughout and we 

often use this form in the body of the NC Plan as well.  

 

Importantly, some questions were skipped by some respondents for unknown reasons; as such, 

the denominator varies throughout the survey.  The questionnaire also employed ñskip logicò so, 

for example, if the reader was not interested in a kidôs playgroup, that next set of playgroup 

related questions was skipped.  In a few instances, skip logic was a valid response in itself (i.e. 

ñif you think X is not a problem, skip this questionò) and these questions are so noted 

throughout.    

 

Questions are referred to by question number throughout (e.g. Q no 1, Q no 2, with text of 

question provided where appropriate. See also last attachment in survey for full data.  

 

Validity of the Questionnaire 

We had a 21% response rate (257/1225 households in the 2010 census).  According to Survey 

Monkey, the drop out rate for questionnaires tends to be 10% after 35 questions and 12% after 

50.  However Cherrydale residents beat the odds, with 90% of respondents completing the 

survey of 194 questions.  That is, 230 respondents representing 230 different households 

completed the survey out of 257 who started. (We started with 263 respondents but 6, though 

they were on the listserve, did not live in Cherrydale, and so were not allowed to finish.) 

 

The CCA advertised the survey in the Sweet & Sour Newsletter, on the CCA website and 

neighborhood listserv, through leaflets posted in the neighborhood, and by word of mouth. Of 

note CCA newsletter distribution maps count 1439 households while the US Census data shows 

only 1225 households. 
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How many households do we have? Factually, 1439 as of April 2013.  But according to the 

2010 census, Cherrydale had 1,225 households. Surprisingly we supposedly lost 125 housing 

units in the last decade according to the census but our own newsletter distribution household 

count was 1,290 at the time of the survey.  So we had 65 more units than the census counted.  

Curious, we recounted and discovered we actually have 1439 households - a difference of 214 

more units than the 2010 census counted.  Hunters Park brought 71 units around 2004 and the 

Brompton's brought us 22 townhomes, 4 houses, and 22 condo units but all before 2010.  (Until 

this May we did not even have access to deliver newsletter to the Bromptonôs Lofts). The 

difference in part appears to be that the US census bureauôs boundaries for Cherrydale and 

what Arlington documents as our boundaries are not the same. 

 

See attachment: US census page and our newsletter distribution maps.   
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CHERRYDALE HISTORY (SHORT VERSION) 

 
Located in the heart of northern Arlington, Cherrydale is a charming neighborhood noted for 

both its history and its small-town feel. It is characterized by quiet streets lined with huge old 

trees and well maintained single-family homes, many of them historic bungalows dating back to 

the late 1800s and early 1900s. It is also home to the Cherrydale Volunteer Fire House, built in 

1919, home to Arlingtonôs first volunteer fire department. 

  

 The locationôs proximity to Washington markets helped establish Cherrydaleôs agricultural 

roots, which date back to the 1780s when the areaôs first-known settler, Andrew Donaldson, 

began farming. The abundant cherry orchards inspired Dorsey Donaldson to name the area 

ñCherrydaleò when he filed an application to open a post office. 

  Cherrydale began to develop in the late 19th century from a rural agricultural crossroads 

into a residential community with a commercial corridor. The relocation of the Alexandria County 

Courthouse to Arlington in 1898 and the establishment of a commuter railroad in 1906 initiated a 

period of rapid residential and commercial development in the area. For the next 50 years, large 

tracts of land in Cherrydale were subdivided into a series of residential developments of varying 

sizes. The earliest and most substantial of these were Dominion Heights (1905), West 

Cherrydale (1907) and Cherrydale (1912). 

   source: http://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/cherrydale/ 

for further information http://library.arlingtonva.us/center-for-local-history/  

See also, A Cherrydale History by Kath Holt in attachments.  
 

 
Gretchen Koening stops in front of Cherrydale's 
monument to its WWI dead on her way to help 
with Discover Cherrydale.  

Scot and Dakota Springston representing local 
historic personages from the Revolutionary and 
Civil wars.  (photos by Greg Embree) 

 
  

http://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/cherrydale/
http://library.arlingtonva.us/center-for-local-history/
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CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF CHERRYDALE (1935-2014 ) 
Data gathered from Kathy Holt, Eric Dobson, and Maureen Ross. Any errors are accidental, 
unintentional and the fault of no one. 

 
1935 to 1975: Mid Century 
1938 Cherrydale's community Library combined with County Library Department, and 

   moved from the School  
1938 CVFD held Burn the Mortgage celebration  
1939 Lee Highway was widened, taking over the roadbed of the W&OD   
1945 Hunting banned in Arlington County  
1955 Cherrydale loses its last cattle which had been pastured on land at Lee Highway and 

   Quincy Street  
1958 Cafeteria added to Cherrydale School; interiors of both buildings remodeled  
1958 First redevelopment plan for Cherrydale proposed by Arlington County  
1959 Quincy Street/Lee Highway intersection reconstructed  
1961 New Cherrydale Branch Library opened on Military Road  
1961 CVFD purchases new ambulance  
1965 Last privy in Arlington closed, County's last commercial dairy herd sold  
1966 Last train on the W&OD. Last train on the Bluemont Branch of the Washington and  

  Old Dominion was 1963  
1971 Last meeting of the Cherrydale PTA  
1972 Both Cherrydale School buildings torn down  
1973 Last meeting of the Cherrydale Boy Scouts at the CVFD Fire Hall  
 
1975 to 1993: Towards a New Century 
1980 Riot at the Fire Hall 
1982 I-66 opened (some say 84) 
1984 to 1986 Preliminary Cherrydale Historic Survey done 
1984 to 1987 First Cherrydale Neighborhood Conservation Plan adopted 
1987 First Cherrydale history book printed 

 
1993 to 2003: A Second Century   
1990 The now Bromptonõs site was chosen by the community and former Fire Chief 

Hawkins to be the site of the new station after a series of meetings.   
1994  Voters approved bond money for the new fire station's constructio n.   

1994 Lee Highway/Cherrydale Revitalization Plan approved. It allows half the normally   
 required retail parking. 
1997 CVFD Fire Station granted historic site designation 
1997 Reintroduction of Annual Cherrydale Parade 
1997 Improvements to Lee Highway (begin again) 
1998 County funded historic survey of Cherrydale begun 
1998 Brief resurrection of Cherrydale Fire Hall Community Dances 
1999 Second historic survey completed. 

 

2000 and onwards By Maureen Ross (along with editorial comments) 

2001 Arlington County Board approves Site Plan #355 for Hunter's Park at Cherrydale        
(12/8/01)with no endorsement and significant reservations from Cherrydale Citizens 
Association in part because retail was allotted half the normal parking ratio, the loss 
of a single family home, insufficient screening from residents and the fear that it was 
underparked for residents, who were supposed to be of lower medium income 60 



 16 

and older.  Data from Federal Hwy Administration 2009 National Household Travel 
Survey show that 80% or 80 year olds in Virginia still drive. 

2001 Lee Hwy Undergrounding project begins.  
2002 Arlington County Board approves Site Plan #360 for Bromptonôs (7/31/02). Per 1990 

task force this was the preferred site for the new fire station. The CCA gives no 
endorsement and notes significant reservations, in part again because of 
underparking of the retail, as well as the fire station issue and loss of single family 
homes. Plan is amended 5/17/03. Occupancy for SFHis granted  9/04, CO for town 
homes 12/04 -6/05.  The condo building is halfïerected and then fails inspection 
2005. Settlement with County Board to resume building is 5/19/09. Master CO for 
condos and retail granted 3/28/11. 

2002 Cherrydale Survey goes out to community to guide 2nd NC Plan/update.    
2003 Survey results compiled. 
2003 Cherrydale granted National Register of Historic Site designation 
2003 CCA unanimously votes against the lowered parking Ratio County allowed for Lee   

 Hwy Revitalization Plan and notifies County. 
2003 Second edition of Cherrydale: Cherries, Characters, and Characteristics  
2003 Arlington County Board establishes and charges Fire Station #3 Relocation Task    
éé.Force composed of representatives from all the affected neighborhoods. 
2003 Resumption of annual Candidates Debate for Arlington relevant candidates. 
2003 Fire Station #3 Relocation Task Force submits its report to the County Board     

affirming Cherrydaleôs first choice site to be across from the Cherrydale Volunteer 
Fire Dept, where Bromptonôs Loft now exists.  

2003 CCA votes to close Oakland Street between the nursing home and 20th where it 
narrowed to 16 feet over a hill; An inferior street, density about to double from the 
Bromptonôs Site Plan and we gained newly opened Pollard St..   

2004 1st Update and rewrite of our Neighborhood Conservation Plan adopted by CCA 
2004 Arlington County Board authorizes County Manager to proceed with acquisition of site 

behind Koonôs Toyota, not among the sites recommended by the Relocation Task 
Force, for the new Fire Station #3. Rezoninging, change of GLUP and loss of SFHs. 

2004 Dominion Heights (SP#395): Christopher Company presents proposal for 3565 Lee 
Highway. CCA in general supports project, with strong support from CCA committee. 
CB did not approve the proposal (3/12/05) in part because it was fully parked for 
retail, had a 5th story (set back) and issue with quality of design (though CCA 
approved it). With CCA support it was approved 11/6/05. Site Plan Amendment  
5/22/10 allowed smaller and more units.  Partial COs for residential unity issued 
2/2013. 

2004 Use Permit Koons used car lot, request for extra parking area- U-3077-0402 
approved 6/12/04.  This site near I-66 east on-ramp Lee Hwy- is on a block without a 
single street tree. CCA negotiated with County and Koons so that the parking lot 
would not have to be paved but Koons would plant and maintain 4-5 trees on their 
property bordering sidewalk.  Example of Win Win. 

2005 Koons tire repair shop 4060 Lee Hwy U-3145-05-01 (12/10/05).  CCA negotiated first 
planters with Cherrytrees on the extra large driveway but over the years Koons and 
CCA decided planting the trees in the ground would work better and this was 
negotiated with property owner, for 3 landscaping areas with minimum of 6 trees.   

 
2005 First Celebrate Cherrydale Artists day held at CVFD  

2005 Site plan for Fire Station No.3 SP #396 approved by county.  On 12/14/04 County 

approved specific relocation actions. 12/10/05 SP approved, with loss of 3 single 

family homes, rezoning, change in GLUP.  There were a total of 3 task forces : 1990s 
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first, 2nd was in 2003 and then the task force on designing the Fire Station made its 

final submission, Final FS3 Design Task Force Meeting: Aug 11, 2005. Koons and the 

county swapped land + cash to build the parking garage for car dealership. Koons 

owned the Old Dominion St. frontage, the parking lot across the street, and (IIRC) the 

option to purchase 4101 Lee (a single family home). Koons exercised option on 4101 

Lee and the County then traded the then north-south portion of 21st Rd for those 

parcels. 

2004-2005 Task Force for Design of Washington and Lee Highschool. County Board 

approved the use permit (U-3120-05-1) 5/31/05 

2005-2007 Master Tree Planting Plan (88 trees donated to CCA as compensation for loss of 

mature trees during construction of FS3.  Tour with CB Paul Ferguson and County 

arborists to show and get support for where to plant these public trees. We select 

I66/Bono site for street trees but learn DES will not allow due to underground utilities 

plan for 3 switch boxes here at edge of sidewalk. ñToo lateò to change plans.. 

2009 Bromptons Site Plan ï Condo building is allowed to resume construction/correction of 

problems with close monitoring by chief building inspector who provides monthly 

reports to CCA. 

2010  Koons Garage Opened: March/April 2010 (video was posted 4/21/10). 

2011  Fire Station Number 3 public dedication: July 29, 2011   

2012 The Art Contest for Lee Hwy median vote is held 3/21/12. Maywood and Cherrydale 

choose the artist and design for the median, a 21,000$ project in total, a benefit gained 

from the Dominion Heights Site Plan. This is the first art on VDOT median, anywhere 

in Virginia, the first time citzen associations negotiated for the ñart donationò to remain 

in their neighborhoods, and the first that Arlington citizens got to chose the art, not 

some committee of ñexpertsò 

2012 Capitol Bike Share asks if Cherrydale is interested in having a bike rack here. YES!. M 

Ross and Paul DiMaio Capital Bikeshare Program manager tour Cherrydale for sites 

that have enough room and SUN for the solar powered racks.  Options become 

extremely limited because of inadequate sun at some of the best sites such as by 

Bromptons Loft. It comes down to behind Honda on Quincy, or lose a few trees at 

Dunkin Donuts, or place it at Safeway. In November of 2012 Safeway agrees to allow 

the CABI on itôs parking lot. 

2013 ART CORNER installation - Neal Nichols of Red Top Cab, owner of Ivy Welding and 

former Cherrydale Auto Parts store on Lee Hwy and Lincoln street allows CCA to 

display Cherrydale and Maywood art work and books in its large windows.  

2013 Dominion Heights (SP#395): occupancy permit grants for residential units. 

2013 February, the first Presidents of Lee Hwy citizen associations meeting. This group of 

presidents and volunteers meets monthly to learn about Lee Hwy challenges, planning 

and design issues, guest speakers from county, and several walking tours of 

neighborhoods.  CCA president M Ross, Tom Korns, attend regularly. Katherine 

Christenson joins as well. Other CCA volunteers attend occasionally but few can make 

it regularly. 
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2013 CCA hosts a meeting 11/20/13 with Cherrydale retail representatives to discuss needs 

(parking is a big one) and in hopes that the businesses will form an association to 

advocate. 

Lee hwy Undergrounding completed 

2014 Lee Hwy Presidents Breakfast group hosts a meeting to hear from small businesses 

along Lee Hwy.  February 24th.  CCA retail has the highest attendance among the 

associations. 

2014 Cherrydale Business Association is launched February. 

2014 Discover Cherrydale Celebration (5/30/14): a celebration of the completion of the Lee 

Hwy utilities undergrounding, and the hoped for installation of Capital Bike Share rack, 

this event is hosted by the CCA, Cherrydale Business Association and Cherrydale 

Library.  We have sidewalk sales, local small business pop up tents, live music, the 

ART CORNER is allowed to be open to display the art and books created by 

Cherrydale and Maywood Citizens.  It is a successful event, but he Capitol Bike Share 

contract has not been signed so no rack yet. 

 

2014 ñWe are Arlingtonò by Bill Hamrock, Pasha Café retails for $21.95. See the Web site 

at www.wearearlingtonva.com. Or purchase at  Pasha Café, 3911 Lee Highway 
ñ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cherrydale Safeway kindly loaned their parking lot for our local business pop-up tents on Discover 
Cherrydale Day 5/30/14.  Phot by Greg Embree 

 

http://www.wearearlingtonva.com/
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PRESENTATION 

 

Chapters 

¶ Who we are, What we value: Questions 1-42 

¶ Parks, Public spaces and Neighborhood Beautification: Questions 43-68 

¶ Historic Preservation:  Questions 69-77 

¶ Community Services: Questions 78-95 

¶ Housing and Residential Zoning: Questions 96-107 

¶ Sidewalks, Curbs, Gutters and Streetlights: Questions 108-111 

¶ Transportation ï Parking and Traffic: Questions 112-134 

¶ Transportation ï How We Travel: Questions 135-170 

¶ Lee Hwy/Cherrydale Commercial District: Questions 171-194 

 

Each chapter opens with an introduction and a summarization of the findings of the survey for 

that chapter, often a reference to our earlier NC Plans (1987 and 2004), followed by 

recommendations, most of which come from specific survey question responses.  Each 

question in the survey has summarized findings.  All the survey questions can be found at the 

end of the plan, attachment 28.  

 

 

WHO WE ARE, WHAT WE VALUE 

The 2004 Cherrydale Neighborhood Conservation Plan (County Board approved June 2005) 
was based on a 76 question survey conducted in 2003.   The Plan you are reading now (dated 
2014) is based on a 194 question survey conducted in spring 2013.  The natural question 
arises: How has Cherrydale changed in the intervening decade?   

One notable change is the growing popularity of working from home and/or regularly 
telecommuting.  The community is also more densely populated than in 2003.  But despite the 
200+ new households added during the decade, Cherrydale is more owner-occupied today with 
fewer rental homes than in 2003.   
Overall though, most issues of importance have not changed in the last 10+ years.  
Cherrydalers still report valuing the community as a safe, walkable neighborhood with a ósmall 
town feel.ô   More than half of those surveyed in 2013 were living in the neighborhood ten years 
ago.  And many desire to remain another 15+ years or ñuntil carried out feet first.ò  This led to a 
concern not mentioned in the 2003 survey: whether life in Cherrydale will prove affordable after 
retirement. 
 
Households- and how weôve changed 

According to the federal census, Cherrydale has changed from 56% owner occupied in 2000 to 

68% in 2010 respondents to the 2013 recent survey were predominantly (95%) homeowners. 

We have 7 condo/apartments complexes within Cherrydale:  

o Stoneridge Knoll (74 condominum units, about half rented out)  

o Bromptonôs Lofts (22 condominium units) 

o AHC Hunter Park (71 apartments, all rental) 

o Lauderdale Townhomes (29 units, of which 5 are rentals)  

o Lincoln Arms (15 rental units).   
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o Barrington I  (12 townhomes, 1 being rental)  

o Barrington II on òoldó Lee. (22 units; 5 are rental) 

 

While renters are encouraged to join the CCA and newsletters are distributed to them, they had 

a lower survey response than homeowners.  We have had condo owners on the officer board, 

and a renter serves as an officer currently.   

 

Other than the disparity in number of households reported between 2010 census bureau and 

CCAôs 2013 newsletter distribution list (we note 214 more households than the census), the 

respondents are not that different from the Census 2010 except  per the  comparisons in the 

table below: 

      Census 2010 CCA Survey 2014 

Single-person households   27%  13% 

2-person households    30%  79% 

3-person households    17%  6% 

4-person households    19%  2 families 

5-person       2 families 

 

 

WHO WE ARE and WHAT WE VALUE Questions 1-42 summarized. 

(Full survey responses report is found in last attachment) 

 

Characteristics of Cherrydale Residents Questions 1-8 

The responses to the first 20 or so questions in the 2013 survey give us a pretty good idea 

about our community.  The majority of respondents arre owners of single-family homes in which 

they reside. Also, more than a quarter of respondents to the survey intend to stay in this 

neighborhood until ñthey take me out feet first.ò This means that as we look to future projects in 

and for Cherrydale, we need to consider the impact on single-family home owners as well as an 

aging population.   

 

A quick view at results from Questions 1-3 looks like this: 

 

o 95% live in single-family houses they own (245/257)   

o 4% rent (house or condo) (10/257).    

o Cherrydale is fairly stable, with 43% here more than 15 years (109/253)   

o Another 18% (45/253) have lived here between 10 and 15 years  

o  20% percent of respondents said they plan to live in Cherrydale for ten to fifteen more 

years (52/252)  

o 23% answered more than 15 years (58/252)   

o Over 25% indicated they would stay in the neighborhood until ñthey take me out feet 

first.ò (64/252) 

 

 

 



 21 

 
Robby (middle child), Michael and Marcy Gessel. 

 
In Cherrydale, most respondents live with a relative, usually another adult and often at least one 
child as detailed in questions 4-7.  Almost 90% of respondents say they donôt live alone and 
89% indicate that they do not have ñnon-relativesò living in their homes, i.e. there are not many 
group homes among respondents.  Almost 80 percent of respondents say that two adults live in 
their residences, while just 14% report only 1 adult, and 8% report 3 or more adults living in the 
same residence.    
 
Children: Questions 7 - 17  
A slight majority, 56% of respondents  have 1 or more children under age 21 living at home, 
28% have 2 children, 19% just 1 child, 8% have 3 and just 1%  have 4 or more children at 
home. It should be noted larger families are slightly underrepresented in our survey compared 
with the census.   
 
A large majority, 73%, do not have stay at home parents, but 27% do. By cross referencing, we 
find that of the 139 respondents who said they had kids under 21 living with them and answered 
Question 8 about stay-at-home parents, 46% have a stay at home parent. This statistic matches 
the average in Virginia among low- and moderate-income married parent families (2010 
America Community Survey Data) 
 

92% said that they had no children OVER the age of 21 living with them but 17 families had 1 

adult children living at home and 3 families have 2 or more living at home.  When asked to 

describe themselves, over 94 percent would not put themselves into any of the three following 

categories: ñsingle parent,ò ñdivorced parent,ò ñmarried, spouse deployed out of state.ò  We did 

find out 2 households have a spouse deployed out of state.  There does not seem to be a need 

for a support group for single parents. 
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Only two households said they had or have foster children, and most would not be interested in 

fostering.  However 25 respondents (10%) said they might be interested in fostering in the future 

plus 4 definite and another 35 (15%) stated they were unsure. That is a total of 64 families with 

at least potential interest in fostering children in need! This is significant untapped service 

opportunity.  Our neighborhood could potentially resolve the shortage of foster homes for all of 

Arlington County.    

 

Six families have adopted children.  There did not seem to be a need for a support group for 

adoptive families.  

 

Playgroups - 32% (76 households) would be interested in joining a local Cherrydale based 

playgroups. 76 families is not a small number.   Of that group, most were for elementary school 

(42), followed by toddler (37), infant (22) and middle school (11).  

 

Most were not sure if we have enough day care facilities in or near Cherrydale, but 20% (50) 

said we do not have enough. Of the 50 respondents who think we donôt have enough day care 

in Cherrydale, 35 actually have children under age 21. 

 

Recommendation (Q no 11-12): Given that 64 households in Cherrydale might be interested in 

fostering children, the CCA will gather host introductions with Arlington Foster care services and 

encourage residents to consider foster parenting. Teenagers and sibling groups are in greatest 

need of parents and or mentors. In May of 20014 Maureen Ross interviewed Heather D. Stowe, 

PhD| Division Chief Child & Family Services Arlington County Dept. Human Services and they 

are now open and eager for respite foster parents and adult mentors to teens. 

 

       
      Arlington County Foster program representative at the Discover Cherrydale Event. 
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Recommendation ï Q no14, 15: there would be support for various age-based playgroups in 

Cherrydale.  The CCA should support volunteer parents starting such groups. We may ask the 

Cherrydale Volunteer Fire Dept for a low fee for such groups meeting on the 2nd floor.  

 

   

Recommendation ï Q no 16: There might be an unmet need for more daycares in Cherrydale.  

A further survey on this interest would be worthwhile as question No. 16. did not ask if the 

respondent personally needed day care in Cherrydale but only whether they think there are 

ñenoughò day cares here.  For example, fifteen of those who said ñno we do not have enough 

day caresò do NOT have kids under 21. 

 

 
June Million enjoys retirement here in Cherrydale, her home town   (photo by Greg Embree) 

 

Seniors and Retirement Questions 17-22 

Over 82% of respondents said they or their spouses were under the age of 65; just fewer than 

18% noted that they or their spouses were at or over the age of 65.  Almost 98 percent do not 

have a parent 65 or older living with them. 

 

When asked about where we plan to retire, 31% did not know, 22% probably wonôt retire here, 

22% hope to retire and stay in Cherrydale, and 17% are already retired and plan to stay here.  

So 39% basically are planning to stay here in retirement.  

Donôt know  31% 77 

Probably not here 22% 55 

Hope to retire/stay 22% 53  

Already retired/ stay 17% 43 / i.e. 96 (39%) at least hope to retire here 

 

We cross referenced the 44 responding they or spouse were 65 and older with the retirement 

plan question and found that 74% were already retired and planned to stay here, another 4 
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respondents hoped to retire and stay here, and only 4 were likely to move away. Note that 

respondents represent households, which usually mean couples. 

 

When asking those who do not plan to retire here why, we learned: 

¶ 29% (40) had reasons other than listed,  

¶ 27% (36) just wanted to move elsewhere, 

¶ 20% (27) said it was not be affordable to stay,  

¶ 13% (18) still hoped to live here, and  

¶ 10% (14/) just would move to be near other family. Only one respondent answered, ñNot 

enough services for seniors to keep me in my home.ò  

 

However there is likely an under representation bias in the survey, in that seniors who need help 

now are the least likely to fill out surveys. Officers assisted 2 neighbors in their 80s to fill out the 

survey, who would otherwise not have done so.  We know of neighbors who went to a nursing 

home for the same reason but lack data on this for all of Cherrydale.  

 

A majority might at least be interested in Aging in Place Services, with 35% of all respondents 

saying they are either now (5) or in the future (82) interested, with another 20% (49) saying 

ñmaybeò.   Of note, 20% said they do not plan to retire in Cherrydale because it was not 

affordable, and most of these respondents were younger than 65. As a result, the CCA is 

already investigating the age in place programs in Arlington and have a volunteer liaison, 

Elizabeth Cotsworth, meeting with Arlington Neighborhood Villages (http://arlnvil.org/) 

 

Tax Relief offered by County ï The problem with the Countyôs program is that the elderly owner 

must already have insufficient funds to live in Arlington with inadequate cushion for emergency 

health care to qualify for some relief.  Read below: 

http://topics.arlingtonva.us/realestate/taxes-payments/real-estate-tax-relief/ If the combined 
gross income of all of the owners and relatives living in the home during the preceding year 
is $99,472 or less you may qualify for an exemption. Household assets (excluding your 
home) must be less than $340,000 for an exemption. The percent of taxes exempted 
depends on income.  

 

The CCA has an Elders Discussion Group thanks to volunteer and neighbor Andy Murphy. A full 

65% of respondents were aware of the Elders Discussion Group. Their meetings are posted 

regularly on the list serve and in the newsletter and are highly valued. 

 
Andy Murphy leading our elders group 1 

http://arlnvil.org/
http://topics.arlingtonva.us/realestate/taxes-payments/real-estate-tax-relief/
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Internal Recommendation ï Q no 19-21: Invite Arlington Aging in Place representatives to a 

CCA meeting to inform us what is available, how to volunteer, and how to request services. 

(1/15/14 this was the main topic at our January CCA meeting) and we should continue inviting 

an update on the programs at least every other year to help residents plan for aging in place as 

an option.  

 

Recommendation ï Q no 20, 21: Alert the county that 20% of respondents to question 20 

reported they could not retire here because it was not affordable. Only one of those respondents 

was 65 or older.  It would be worth delving into the reasons Arlington is not affordable ï is it 

taxes, mortgage, and groceries?  This might then also be worthy of a more in depth survey.  

The tax relief offered to elderly property owners might be insufficient, as only those with just 6 

years of retirement saving left can qualify.  

 

Wheelchair and stroller accessibility: 

        
Older  sidewalks blocked by utility poles, impassable for wheelchair or stroller use. Eg N Monroe St. 

         
Resident Derrick Christian, with George & Michelle 

Carrera, unable to use N Monroe sidewalk. 

Resident barely maneuvers on Lincoln, even with 

smaller wheelchair,  prefers street. 
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Disabled Citizens - Questions 23- 25 

When asked if they or members of their households were physically disabled and needed 

assistance walking, over 98 percent answered no.  Four said yes and they each noted problems 

traversing our sidewalks and noted examples.  We must also keep in mind that the Cherrydale 

Health and Rehabilitation Center did not participate in the survey. They have 240 patients, all 

disabled, and staff routinely takes them outside and around the neighborhood, and some 

patients drive motorized chairs to Safeway etc.  One of their patients was hit by a car on Lee 

Hwy at the NE intersection with Oakland Street.  In addition we have Hunters Park with 71 

senior residents (if fully occupied). None to our knowledge responded to the survey.  There is at 

least one neighbor in Stonebridge Knoll who requires the motorized shopping cart at Safeway.   

 

We asked those who self-identified as disabled, ñIs your ability to travel along Cherrydale 

sidewalks inhibited by the state of the sidewalks?ò  Theoretically there should have been only 4 

responders self-identified as disabled, per previous questions but there were 12, of which 7 

said, ñsometimesò, 2 said yes and 3 said no.   Six streets were named.  We therefore have 9 

disabled neighbors reporting their ability to travel along Cherrydale sidewalks is inhibited by the 

state of the walks and we will follow up on those reports.  (A majority of abled respondents also 

reported complaints about sidewalks; see No 109 and 110.) 

 

Particularly problematic blocks include: Old Lee Hwy, Quincy to Stafford (brush, landscape 

wall,); Quebec St (no sidewalk), 17th St between Randolph and Quincy, north side, (must cross 

over to stay on a walk); Monroe St (utility poles from Lee Hwy to19th St), and corner Lee Hwy 

and N Oakland, nursing home side, (sidewalk dips). 

 

The Cherrydale Volunteer Fire Dept, our primary meeting site, is not at this moment according 

to the survey, an obstacle to any known Cherrydale disabled resident who wants to attend. 

However, at some point, adding an elevator would make this site wheelchair accessible and for 

that reason it is worth considering fund raising for such a purpose, if the CVFD is interested. 

 

Creative options Questions 26 and 27 

There is a strong minority interest (45%) in a community on-line jobs board.  There was a 

slightly lower interest in a skills bartering system 39%. 

 

 

Recommendation ï Q no.23-25 and No 109 and 110:  Every new sidewalk in Cherrydale 

should be at least 36 inches wide, and whether new or old, there should be no pathway 

narrowing to less than 36ò from utilities or other obstructions, so that people in wheelchairs (and 

parents with strollers) can traverse easily.  The Lee Hwy Quincy to Stafford blocks and the 

Oakland/Lee Hwy sections were reported to county 6/6/13.   

 

Recommendation ï Q no. 23:   Sidewalks identified in the survey as particularly egregious (see  

Attachment Survey Responses Summary 28 Q23) should be priority projects for capital 

improvement. 
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Recommendation ï Q no. 23-25, no109 and 110: No utility company should be allowed to 

narrow our sidewalks further than they already are and legal action should be taken to force the 

companies which did narrow our walks in the past ten years to undo the damage. See 

particularly the 20th and 21st blocks of N Lincoln St. 

 

Recommendation -   In the long run, moving utilities to clear sidewalk passage should be 

allowed as a capital improvement under the Neighborhood Conservation Plan so they can be 

approved projects, or better yet, simply be prioritized without going thru NC.   Alternatively, 

easements could be requested/purchased from property owners, to curve sidewalks around the 

poles.  

 

Recommendation - Cherrydale has very old streets, and where widening the sidewalk to 5 feet 

would preclude parking on one side to the detriment of immediate neighbors we support 4 or 

even 3 ft sidewalks. Affected citizens have already voted down 1 long awaited sidewalk project 

because of the new 5 foot sidewalk policy.  (See Cherrydale Sidewalks Utilities Obstruction 

Survey in attachments.)  

 

Recommendation ï Q no 24 : With CVFD approval and support we hope to add an elevator to 

the CVFD.  We ask County and State for assistance in funding sources and support. 
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Internal Recommendation ï Q no 26, 27: There is a strong enough interest to request a 

volunteer to set up a jobs board and encourage its use through our list serve, website and 

newsletter.  We would also reach out to our retail businesses to use it. Note this suggestion has 

been floated to the list serve with no volunteers yet. But it is a worthy perhaps college level 

project or AP high school project. 

 

 

Internal Recommendation ï Q no27: The CCA will occasionally post requests to the list serve 

for a volunteer to establish a skills bartering system. 

 

 

Work:   Questions 28-36 

When asked where they worked, 79% work outside the home while 37% work from home (14% 

self-employed, 12% as parent, and 11% telecommuting). 

 

Where we work: 

¶ 30% (75/251) District of Columbia,   

¶ 20% (51/251) Arlington  

¶ 13% (32/251) Fairfax County.   

¶ 25% work from home for themselves or for employers (28+35/251) 

¶ 16% (40/251) are retired 

¶ 12% (30/251) stay-at-home parents. 

That means 37% of responding households have an adult at home during the day, which 

probably adds a sense of security to the neighborhood.  Just 16% percent noted that they were 

retired.  Only one resident was looking for work. 

 

Only 58 percent of the 226 respondents commute to work during rush hour ñmost of the timeò.  

Just under 43% said that they donôt commute during rush hour ñmost of the timeò.  A whopping 

46% telecommute at least sometimes. The survey asked respondents if the other adults in the 

household commuted during the ñtraditionalò rush hours.  Over 70 percent answered ñyes, most 

of the time.ò  Nearly half of the respondents who answered the question indicated that someone 

in the family telecommuted.  Of those who said there was someone in the family telecommuting, 

over 23 percent said that the telecommuter worked most days from home, and almost 40 

percent answered that the telecommuter (or telecommuters) in the family worked ñat least 

weeklyò from home. 

 

There is little interest in setting up a daytime neighborhood watch. Though we have a large 

number of adults working from home, only 27% are aware of a ñsafe havenò for children to go to 

outside their own home in an emergency. This is a potential deficit to be addressed.  

Fortunately, 79% said ñyesò there is an adult at home on their block during most days of the 

week.   

 

Recommendation ï Q no 34, 35: Urge neighbors to have a backup plan / safe neighbor to go 

to during a major emergency when parents at work cannot reach children in school (e.g. terrorist 
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attack or blizzard).  We should also invite another Disaster Preparedness demonstration at a 

CCA meeting. 

   

WHY CHERRYDALE:  Questions 37-40 

The survey also explored why respondents chose to live in Cherrydale.  The 2004 

Neighborhood Conservation survey of Cherrydale residents came up with 19 ñattributesò of 

Cherrydale that appealed to respondents.  The same list of 19 ñattributesò was used in the 2013 

survey, and respondents were asked which of the 19 were most important to them.   

 

Questions 37:  249 respondents answered this question, and they rated as ñvery importantò the 

following ñattributesò in rank order:   

¶ Neighborhood safety (174), 

¶ Proximity of their homes to the District of Columbia (144), 

¶ Proximity to their work (142),  

¶ Cherrydale home values (138),  

¶ ñWalkabilityò (134),  

¶ Tree canopy (120),  

¶ Proximity to metro (119),  

¶ Arlington Schools (117),  

¶ ñSmall town feelò (94).   

 

 If you combine the Very Important and Important, the top qualities chosen by over 70% of 

respondents were:  

1. Safety (97% from 241/249),     6. ñSmall town feelò 

2. Home value,        7.  Retail (74%) 

3. Walkability,       8.  Older homes (74%) 

4. Proximity to DC, to work and Metro,  9.  The ñCherrydale communityò (70%). 

5. Parks     10. Arlington schools (69%) important or very  

       important ñvotesò (69%). 

 

The survey tried to narrow the focus on the ñgoodò or ñmost importantò attributes of 

Cherrydale by asking respondents to pick the five most important ones out of 17.  The attributes 

chosen number 1 most often were: the safety of the neighborhood; the fact that a home in 

Cherrydale was (and is) a good investment; the public schools; proximity of a Cherrydale home 

to work; and ñsmall town feelò.  Of 17 qualities, the ones making the top 5 list most often were 

safety, value, schools, work, walkability, nearness to DC and small town feel.   

 

The survey drew on the 2004 Neighborhood Conservation survey to present a second list of 11 

Cherrydale ñattributesò to rank from ñLike a lotô to ñDislikeò.  Parks  won the most ñLike a lotò 

followed by our list serve, ñsmall town feelò, Cherrydale stores along Lee Hwy, the newsletter, 

our library, citizen activism, CVFD and historic designation.   Combining ñLike a lotò and ñLikeò, 

the top five were again: Parks, Small town feel, and Lee Hwy stores, followed by our list serve 

and newsletter.  There were no attributes disliked by more than 28 people and those 

surprisingly were the Capitol Bike Share and our historic designation, which has NO 

enforcement or down side requirements.  This could possibly mean there is a misunderstanding 
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among some neighbors about the historic designation, and how it differs from Maywoodôs 

designation which does have strict renovation regulations. 

 

When asked which of 12 ñattributesò respondents would most like to change, the most often 

ranked number 1 attributes were:  traffic, the kind of retail business here, new house sizes 

tendency to be too large, lack of sidewalks and state of sidewalks.  When looking for what 

problems most often make the top 5 priorities, they were retail, state of our sidewalks, traffic, 

lack of sidewalk, new house size, and parks amenities. Overdevelopment/ too much density 

made the top 5 for 77 respondents (6th in line).  Interestingly, difficulty parking for retail made the 

top 5 list 69 times and ñdifficulty parking on my streetò made it 53 times.   

 

Recommendation ï Q no 37-40: County should make sure that it preserves that which most of 

us deeply value in Cherrydale.  County should also improve our sidewalks and work to resolve 

the more pressing traffic problem areas to be discussed in later chapters. 

 

Internal recommendation ïQ no 40: Make sure we explain what our historic designation really 

means, (vs. Maywoodôs designation which has strict requirements), as well check on Capitol 

Bikeshareôs popularity once it is installed. 

 

Taxes Q no 41 

72% believe our 2013 real estate assessments were just about right, while 24% thought too 

high.   However the majority 52% thought the 2013 Arlington County Real Estate tax rate was 

too high versus 47% who thought it was just about right.  This question was answered before 

the tax rate went up, so one might suspect if the survey were answered now, even more might 

have objected. 

 
Recreation 
Question 43: The survey also asked respondents ñwhat types of recreational activitiesò they 
participated in ñwithin Cherrydale.ò  243 respondents answered: 
 
Walk   98% (237 of 243)   
Garden    66% (160 of 243) 
Bike    64% (156 of 243)                               
Visit park/playground  60% (146 of 243) 
Run or jog   49%  (120 of 243)  
Observe wildlife  48%  (117/243)
Read outdoors  35%  (84 of 243) 
Play Tennis    22%  (54 of 243)  
Play basketball    14 % (35/243) 
 
 

 

 



 31 

 

Walking, biking and gardening- favorite Cherrydale activities 

 

Lee Hwy Shopping 
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PARKS, PUBLIC SPACES AND NEIGHBORHOOD BEAUTIFICATION 

 

Residents of Cherrydale value the old trees and natural beauty of our neighborhood, and 

regularly utilize our parks and public spaces.  In the past decade, since the 2004 NC Plan was 

written, Cherrydale has added two new public spaces ï the new Mini Park on North 21st Road 

(as a result of, and across the street from the rear of the new fire station) and the small 

Bromptonôs ñopen spaceò at North Pollard Street. These are attractive but small, the results of 

site plan ñbonusesò. The near residents appreciate them very much though they are relatively 

unknown beyond their immediate areas, according to the survey. The older, larger adopted lot 

on Stafford St and 21st was regularly used but County keeps cutting down the tree swing ï an 

issue we would like to resolve.    

 

Cherrydalers also value public art and neighborhood beautification. Most recently, CCA worked 

with our neighbors in the Maywood community to create public art on the grassy median near 

the intersection of Lee Highway and North Monroe Street. We negotiated to keep the County 

required art fund contribution here during the Dominion Heights Site Plan Review. Next we 

insisted the citizens choose the art, not a county commission, and finally we convinced VDOT to 

allow the first art display on VDOT Highways in all of Virginia. 

 

   
Photo of the dedication and the art panels by Jarrett Ferrier (photo by Greg Embree)      

 

 

Respondents to the 2013 survey reaffirmed their support and use of Cherrydaleôs public spaces, 

but also noted several improvements that would significantly enhance the usefulness and safety 

of the parks.  The most commonly requested improvements were benches, water fountains with 

2 spigots, one lower for animals and feet, and emergency phones. (The provision of lower 

spigots on water fountains might also prevent children from filling drinking fountains with sand 

as they rinse out their buckets, which we have observed them do at other Arlington parks.) 

 

Cherrydalers appreciate the work of the Parks Department most especially Patrick Wegeng.  

Not enough can be said about how diligently he has worked with us.  He is a visionary. But 

more could be done particularly by redirecting funds.  For example in Cherrydale there has been 

a high rate of new tree loss due to poor planting and inadequate watering by contractors. Even 

7-8 years old trees have died and the survival rate is worse along Lee Hwy. County should 

redirect funds to maintaining young trees planted in the past 10-15 years even if that means 
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planting fewer saplings.  It is the fastest way to creating tree canopy- preserve trees that are 

already mature enough to provide shade.   

 

 

         
Dead trees along Lee Hwy (removed recently) 

   
Left ï trunk damage,  center -  tree isle brick damage.  Right poor landscaping by utility box  
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Damaged trees causing failure to thrive and eventual death over a few years, collapsed bricks around 

tree isles, tree stumps on median waiting for new replacements. Much of the dead trees have been 

removed and some replaced, but that would be 3rd of 4th time in 20 years, same spots. 

 

 

While many survey respondents say County has done a good job maintaining parks sufficiently, 

it is quite possible that residents may be unaware of the significant CCA volunteer efforts which 

are mainly responsible for keeping Cherry Valley Nature Area passable and the ponds visible.  

Since 2004 these efforts include volunteer work crews taking out 1-2 dumpsters full of invasive 

vines  2-4 times a year, plus replanting crews, and finally the mowing of weeds at least 2 times 

a year by CCA Parks and Open Spaces (CCA-POS) committee member Tom Korns. In fact our 

CCA-POS Plan from 2004 has guided all the work done in our parks, including the 4 Eagle 

Scout projects by Hidden Pond in Cherry Valley Nature Area and some work at Oak Grove. 
 



 35 

                         

                       
Cherrydale volunteers remove  invasive vines at Cherry Valley Nature Area annually since 2003 

 

We have noted friction between CCA- and RIP volunteers (Remove Invasive Plants) who have 

come 3 times to our events.  The CCA-POS members are tolerant of nonnative trees already tall 

enough to provide significant shade, thus keeping down the vines.  While for the past decade 

the CCA has planted only native species trees, bushes and ground cover, we are not opposed 

to noninvasive domesticated roses for example, if they have been in a park for decades.  

However the RIP volunteers cut down nonnative trees and bushes, even when they were asked 

not to.  The result has been barren ground and the prompt invasion of aggressive vines with 

higher maintenance requirements.  CCAôs position is that we have lead the efforts to improve 

our parks for decades now, we have championed the removal of invasive vines, but we do not 

believe in cutting down trees and noninvasive non-natives just for the sake of ñpurityò.  This is 

especially true when there is no plan to IMMEDIATELY replant, and with a 50% rate of new tree 

loss for lack of County watering.  We believe our crew leaderôs directions to volunteers should 

be respected.  

 

 ñIf it werenôt for CCA efforts, Hidden Pond would actually still be completely hidden.ò 
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Oak Grove before and now a full year after over-aggressive denudement of  the garden.    . 

 

 

In our 2013 survey, responses indicate a significant concern is the shrinking tree canopy 

affecting all of Arlington.  Maintaining Cherrydaleôs tree canopy has become harder over the 

past decade, as new homes are built on lots that once housed smaller homes and mature trees.  

Most frustrating is the lack of mature trees on Lee Hwy as they have been replanted 3 times in 

18 years. If one compares the willow oaks on Lee Hwy/Broad St in Falls Church, planted the 

same time ours were initially, one can see what we should have by now-(see photos next page) 

In Cherrydale, the Lee Highway trees were repeatedly planted in poor soil, on mounds that repel 

rainwater, not maintained, often damaged by construction, and lacked sufficient watering during 

the summer months.  Hence they have had to be replaced repeatedly and there are still no 

mature trees on Lee Hwy in Cherrydale unlike Falls Church Lee Hwy.   

 

The Falls Church trees have raised protective brick surroundings which are much larger than 

ours, and also hold in water. Their brick pavers do not buckle and sway moving rain water away 

from the trees as ours do.  There is clearly a qualitative difference in work done to design and 

install their sidewalks and tree aisles. The results are tall mature solid beautiful trees.  It would 

behoove us to copy what Falls Church did.  

  

                                         

Compare Lee 

Hwy trees 

(left) with 

{ŀŦŜǿŀȅΩǎ 

trees (mid) 

with East Falls 

Church (right) 

which were 

planted ten 

years after 

ours were 

first planted.                      
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City of Falls Church Trees, Lee Hwy, ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ǎŀƳŜ ȅŜŀǊ /ƘŜǊǊȅŘŀƭŜΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ 1st planted. 

 

 

 

Reiteration and Reaffirmation of 2004 Recommendations re:  Parks and Neighborhood 

Beautification and Park Descriptions: 

 

Oak Grove Park 
Major upgrades are intended for this park including ADA upgrades, an improved soccer 
field and irrigation system and attractive park signage. It is also our next NC Project.  
Oak Grove Park currently contains a rectangular field, a small tot playground, one 
gazebo structure for shade next to the tot playground, a few benches and picnic tables, 
and two trash cans. There is also a crumbling asphalt path that connects the stairway 
from N. 15th Street to the eastern side of the park. However, Oak Grove lacks a major 
inviting entrance, especially for wheeled access for strollers and wheelchairs.  This park 
gets used but has much greater potential than it is realizing.  Debris is usually on the 
ground as well as in trash cans.  There was messy brush and poison ivy that Parkôs 
Patrick Wegengôs staff recently attacked with satisfactory vengeance.  Overall it is under 
planted especially now that the beloved ñnonnativeò plants have been removed.  We 
also lost a number of native saplings (esp. red buds) due to contractor activities like 
indiscriminate weed whacking. Residents had been nursing these along for years.  Bill 
Bode and his wife Beverly Berger kindly transplanted a dozen of native saplings from 
their garden to Oak Grove.    
 
The paths in this park are far too muddy; more and better paths are needed.  It is 
sometimes used unofficially as a dog park.  The undersized soccer field does not 
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appear to be well maintained.  The tot lot is underwhelming.  In rainy times, water 
dumps into the tot lot from a watershed hill near the soccer field, and runs downhill from 
the park to N. 15th Street, making both areas muddy and unattractive.  The apparent 
remoteness of the park from the neighborhood makes it easier to be used in ways that 
are undesirable and detract from the sense of a comfortable and safe community space.   
 
Arlington County has a current project to make Oak Grove Park ADA compliant (to see 
drawings and specifics go to: http://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/oakgrove-park-
entrance-feature-ada-accessibility-improvements/).  The Countyôs project addresses 
some of the issues we outlined above about Oak Grove Park. Here is what it includes: 
o An inviting and visible entrance on N. 17thStreet  
o A wheelchair accessible pathway from N. 17th Street circumnavigating the park and 

playing field 
o A single 2-tiered bleacher  
o An irrigation system for the playing field 
o Additional plantings for the west side of the park along the fence  
No firm start, or completion, date for the ADA project has been set by the County. 
 
The house at the corner of 17th and Quincy (1612 Quincy) is a beautiful historic kit 

house that Cherrydale consistently called for preservation. It has finally been purchased 

and will remain a historic single family home. One other house edges the park and at 

times County has threatened eminent domain. The CCA has voted against such a 

measure at our May 2008 CCA meeting and notified County. Assistant County Manager 

Shannon Flanagan Watson reassured us the and Goodmanôs on 8/14/08: 

Based on discussions the County Manager has had with the County Board regarding 
Oakgrove Park and acquisition of the Goodman property at 1608 Quincy Street, the 
Manager will no longer actively pursue acquisition of 1608 from the Goodmanôs and will not 
recommend that the County Board use eminent domain to acquire the property.  However, 
should the Goodmanôs wish to voluntarily sell their property, the County is still interested in 
acquiring this property at some future date. 

 

    
Oak Grove soccer field                                                       Oak Grove soccer field 7/2014 
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Play area mostly for tots, dow hill,so often muddy.   Oak Grove denuded area from over vigorous 

removal of non native rose bushes etc. remains 

barren over a year after intervention(c 6/2014) 

Cherry Valley Park  

Cherry Valley Park is an unbuilt natural space and Cherrydale residents want it to remain 

generally unimproved. That being said, the heaviest underbrush on the south edge of the park, 

especially poison ivy, should be cleared and the recently installed Eagle Scout paths preserved.  

The south end of North Nelson St. where it enters the park needs to be wide enough to make a 

U-turn to get out. The adjacent vacant land should be designated ñpublicò and acquired for 

parkland, and the remaining roadbed should be finished with curbs and gutters but only if wide 

enough to allow u-turns.  Adding further sidewalk however, would narrow the drive so 

significantly that cars would have to back up to exit.  

 

The master planning for Cherry Valley Park incorporates the main park valley, the property 

along 17th St. N., and the ponds and natural areas along the bike trail.  Hidden Pond should be 

accessible so people can approach the water to observe wildlife and enjoy the view.  We have 

placed rocks and logs for sitting there.  We would like to preserve the old chimney uncovered a 

few years ago, and allow approved log fires in the fireplace, when supervised by adults. Duck 

Pond, by I-66, has begun to be reinvaded by vines. We will refocus our efforts there soon.  If 

county would mow closer to Duck Pond on the hill by the path, it would help keep the vines from 

reaching up and choking the trees again.  However, we point out that in spring lovely flowers 

burst up by the bench and shady area, and CCA would appreciate an effort not to mow them 

during flowering time. A wooden raised trail across the sometimes marshy area close to, but 

west of N Nelson, would allow walkers access to circumnavigate the entire park without getting 

muddy. 
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100 year old chimney uncovered by volunteers, Quincy St entrance; hill from Hidden Pond to 

bike trail. CCA president M Ross and Eagle Scout Jack Beckman during his project, Hidden 

Pone in winter (a great time to remove invasive vines, can now see the trail thru the wood) 
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Map supplied by Rob Beckman and Eagle Scout son Jack. 
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Multi-use Bike Path/Custis Trail by I-66:  

Although the I-66 bike path has been marked with yellow lines to divide traffic, (which 

sometimes fade / disappear) the construction of a separate cinder track for runners and walkers 

should be strongly considered. Some cyclists are becoming increasingly aggressive making the 

path no safer for pedestrians and runners than if they were on the street. A Par Course should 

be constructed and mileage markers installed.  Benches, water fountains, trees and other 

landscaping should be added to each of its entrances (15th Street North near North Stafford, 

Johnson and 18th Streets, and North Quincy at 15th Street North.)  These original 1987 

recommendations were reiterated in the 2004 NC Plan (the bike paths should have better 

lighting, water fountains, wider paths, brush trimmed, exercise and fitness stations, more trees, 

daffodils, and sound barriers from 66.) 

 

Cherrydale Playfield (aka: HB Woodlawn Playing Fields)  

Cherrydale Playfield is an appreciated recreation facility in Cherrydale. It is used for the baseball 

field, the tennis courts, and the basketball courts, and the lower field is used for soccer and 

other field sports. In the winter, its hills provide the best sledding after snowfalls. The priority for 

this park is that a high level of maintenance be continued to prevent deterioration of the fields, 

fences, and other amenities. We want to reiterate this, as County considers doubling the size of 

the middle school here, [comment added 2014]. Furthermore, it is noted that the sidewalk on 

Old Dominion from HB Woodlawn to the 5-Points intersection is overcome by brush every 

summer allowing at best single file walking. Who is responsible to keep this sidewalk open?  It 

should be 5 feet wide, encouraging walks to school, the fields and Cherrydale retail . 

 

Cherrydale Park  

Cherrydale Park begs for better presentation/announcement that it even exists! It lies hidden on 

the block between Pollard and Quebec 200 feet back from north of Lee Hwy.  It is beloved by 

the lucky residents whose properties border the park but little known outside that area because 

it lacks significant signage on Lee Hwy. Residents established a volley ball net in the front (SW 

corner) but County took it down as if to signal this park should not be used.  The playground in 

the back (northeast end) is old and downright spooky.  As far as we can tell it is mostly used by 

teens from HW Woodlawn often for smoking and other activities. We have reached out to HB 

about this matter and are grateful for prompt response.  

 

Internal Recommendation: It may be time to reach out to HB Woodlawn administration soon 

and perhaps more regularly.   

 

Furthermore, cars park too close to the park, on the brick pavers off Lee Hwy, sometimes 

damaging the trees in the brick area just west of Pasha Cafe. Legal parking spaces need to be 

better defined and enforced.  A large attractive archway announcing the park right here might 

serve to protect the trees and better announce the parkôs presence from the street.  This area is 

ideal for outdoor yet intimate concerts. There seems to be popular support to make Cherrydale 

Park one of our next NC Projects. 

 

See photos next pageé 
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Entrance to Cherrydale Park off Lee Hwy, winter vs summer.   

      

   
 

 

 

SW Corner of Quincy and 15th St through to N Taylor St   

While not a park, this green space area is partly VDOTôs responsibility and partly Countyôs.  

Homeless people often set up camp here, leaving liter bottles of beer strewn around, and the 

site is frequently overgrown to the point that using the sidewalk is difficult, especially if poison 

ivy is hanging from the fence.  The trees are lovely but at risk of choking to death from vines.  

For safety and beautification reasons, this land needs coordinated effort to preserve canopy, 

and the safety of citizens.  

 

 

Ken Sick and Patrick 

Smith of Smalltown 

play at Cherrydale 

Park.   Ken - Guitars, 

voice, harmonica - 

kenfloors@yahoo.com 

Patrick - keyboards, 

voice -  

psmith@smalltown.or

g 

Website: 

www.smalltown.org - 

Phone: 703-250-3160 

  

mailto:kenfloors@yahoo.com
mailto:psmith@smalltown.org
mailto:psmith@smalltown.org
http://www.smalltown.org/
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Tree Planting and Maintenance (Beautification) 

ON July 17, 20013 the CCA vote unanimously to approve an orchard of flowering trees. 

Specifically an alee of cherry trees on Johnson Street by the VDOT wall (adding 6 more to the 

half dozen there now).  We hope the blossoms will eventually spill over the wall visible to I66. In 

addition thanks to the energy, vision and effort of Alex and Jeanny Chi, with further expertise 

from Patrick Wegeng, the land bordering the Custis Trail, just south of entrance to the overpass 

of Lee Hwy near I66, will become our 3 season flowering native tree orchard.  Over 100,000 

people use this trail annually, and it will be a beautiful addition/focal point for Cherrydale and 

County.  

 

See next page for photo 

 

Invasive vines smother what is left of the trees and often 

homeless persons camp here.    1 
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Alexander Chi presenting flowering tree proposal to CCA May 2014, winning unanimous approval. 

 

Tree Restoration:  We support community efforts to restore Cherrydaleôs original cherry trees 

by planting a flowering or fruiting cherry tree in our yards.   

 

Tree Preservation & Pruning:  (Q63 and 64 related) 

¶ The County should make every effort to preserve existing street trees, especially when it 

undertakes any construction projects that might affect such trees, whether on public 

right-of-way or private land.  The county should actively replace dead or dying trees. 

Currently it often takes years for replacement.  

¶ The trimming of trees by utility companies is an obvious necessity, but the results are 

often disastrous in terms of tree appearance and health.  The County should require 

Virginia Power and other utilities to substantially improve the quality of their tree 

trimming operations.   

¶ A number of trees were nominated for the Countyôs memorable tree program.  But 

residents do not know what to do with this information.  The CCA shall send a list of 

these trees to the County. 

 

Cherry Trees: The neighborhood strongly believes that Cherrydale needs cherry trees, for both 

their aesthetic value and to create a link to Cherrydaleôs past, and urges the County to plant 

cherry trees in the neighborhood whenever and wherever possible, in particular along major 

streets such as Lee Highway between I-66 and North Quincy Street, Old Lee Highway between 

North Quincy and North Woodstock Streets, and the North Quincy Street-Military Road Corridor.  

According to the original neighborhood survey (1987), residents strongly opposed the 

destruction of the cherry trees on the Lee Highway median strips ï for any reason.   But these 

trees were cut down anyway under the recommendation of an arborist who claimed every single 

one was too old.  (Conveniently, VDOT had decided to widen Lee Hwy here and close cross 

connections at Lincoln St so removing the trees and narrowing the islands made the VDOT 

project possible). We strongly request that second opinions on tree survival be supplied by an 
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independent arborist chosen by the CCA before the county or any other public agencies cut 

down our public trees for being ñtoo oldò.  This request was also made in our 2004 NC Plan 

recommendations.  

 

Tree Planting Programs:  We support a neighborhood tree canopy program in Cherrydale by 

planting at least one specimen-type tree in our yards, and would like to have a stronger 

outreach program for this purpose.   The Tree Canopy program providing trees for private 

property with owner agreement to keep and maintain it is wonderful and we will continue to 

promote it strongly.  

 

Mature Trees in Construction Areas:   County should require developers to make greater 

efforts to save mature trees when building new houses or expanding existing ones. 

 

SUMMARY of Parks, Public Spaces and Neighborhood Beautification  Survey Questions 

questions #43-68 

 

Questions 43-47 of the survey started by listing all the parks and green spaces within 

Cherrydale.  Then we asked how frequently residents use these public spaces.  According to 

survey results, the I-66 Multi-Use Trail (aka bike path) is the most frequently used public space. 

Cherry Valley Nature area and Oak Grove Park were second and third, respectively.  Much less 

used were the new green spaces near the Bromptonôs on N. Pollard and on 21st Road across 

from the new fire station.   

 

A majority of respondents to the survey (56%) believe the parks in Cherrydale can be improved.  

Particular improvements suggested in the 2013 survey include benches, tree coverage, 

trashcans, water fountains with additional spigot for pets, handicap accessibility, emergency 

phones, etc.  Of these, benches and water fountains were repeatedly selected as priorities. 

 

 In a question about the need for additional playgrounds, a minority of respondents to the survey 

(43%) felt that we need more playgrounds in Cherrydale; this reflects the demographics of 

respondents with children in the neighborhood.  For Oak Grove and Cherrydale Park, 

improvements included adding an older child play area and improving the existing playgrounds 

and fields. This supports our plan for our current NC Project, as well as suggests a future NC 

Project for Cherrydale Park.  

 

Later in the survey (Q55&56), respondents indicated by majority (71%) that the County is 

sufficiently maintaining its parks.  We posit that many residents of Cherrydale, and respondents 

to the 2013 survey, are unaware of just how much volunteer time is put into maintaining our 

local parks (for example 4 Eagle Scout projects and dozens of CCA events to remove invasive 

vines, clear paths, etc., all following the outline of the CCA-POS plan). Asked which parks 

require the most attention regarding maintenance respondents picked in order: Oak Grove Park 

followed by Cherrydale Park, then Cherry Valley Nature Area with the remaining sites garnering 

fewer than 10 votes each.     
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The next topic in this section (Q48-52) focuses on recreational activities.  The top four 

recreational activities in which respondents participate are: walking (98%), gardening (66%), 

bicycling (65%), and visiting playgrounds and parks (60%). A strong majority of respondents 

(78%) believe there are sufficient recreation facilities in Cherrydale.  For those who wished to 

see more recreation facilities, the top selections were playgrounds (29%), fitness stations 

(20%), and tennis courts (16%).  Other responses garnering over 10% of support were: tennis 

backboard (13%) and basketball courts (11%).  When asked if they would be interested in the 

creation of a community garden or cherry orchard, 57% of respondents indicated they would.  

Of these 57% of respondents, 70% indicated they would be willing to volunteer to help maintain 

a community garden or cherry orchard.  See Recommendations. 

  

Q 57, 58, 59:  With regard to maintaining tree aisles and median strips (part of ñBeautificationò), 

we found that a majority of respondents (58%) do not think the County is upholding its 

responsibilities. In order to gain a clearer picture of where ñcounty could do a better jobò, 

respondents were given a chance to select among seven (7) particular locations, and could 

select multiple locations as answers. The locations identified as needing better maintenance 

receiving responses above 50% include: 

* Lee Hwy sidewalk tree aisles (80%) 

* Lee Hwy median (Kenmore to Monroe) (61%)  

* Median at 5 Points intersection (58%) 

* Median by Safeway (56%) 

Even though the medians and tree aisles were identified as needing more attention/better 

maintenance), 70% of respondents were unwilling to volunteer their time to help with these 

issues.  (But 30% willing isnôt bad.)The Lee Hwy /Monroe to Kenmore Street medianôs 

maintenance will be partially shared with Dominion Height, as they must maintain the art 

installation area per site plan #395. Another question in the survey related to the presence of 

unnecessary non-traffic signage. A large majority (91%) have no problem with these types of 

signs. However several respondents listed particular locations and signs.  (To see these, please 

refer to Question 54 in Appendix Survey Responses.) 

 

The remaining questions in the Parks, Recreation, and Beautification section of our 2013 survey 

referred primarily to trees (Q60-66).  Asked if the County is doing a good job maintaining the 

trees planted on Lee Highway, Quincy Street and elsewhere in Cherrydale, a majority (52%) 

responded ñno.ò Respondents indicate that the top three locations where they would like more 

trees are: along Lee Highway (in the ñDowntownò Cherrydale area), along Lee Highway in front 

of 7-11, and in the median strips on Quincy Street.  When asked about the Countyôs Notable 

Tree Program, a majority of respondents answering the question (94%) indicated that they were 

not aware of any eligible trees.  A few trees were identified as eligible, that list is included in 

Appendix Survey Responses under Question 62.  

 

Questioned about enhancing the tree canopy in Cherrydale by planting a tree on personal 

property, a large minority of respondents (43%) indicated interest.  Many of these (24%) already 

have done so in the past, and those trees are still alive. If the County makes flowering trees 

available for free, over half the survey respondents would plant one in their yard. A majority 

(83% of respondents) believe that the County should require developers to make greater efforts 
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to save mature trees when building new houses or expanding existing ones. There is also 

majority support (83% of respondents) for the County to create a program that helps 

homeowners maintain, rather than remove, large/mature trees.  

 

There were a few questions (Q 53, 67 & 68) in this section of the survey that fell outside the 

major categories.  The results of these questions show that respondents to the survey were 

fairly evenly split about stocking the ponds along the I-66 multi-use trail/bike path with fish for 

catch & release fishing. Respondents also are not motivated to change the name of Hidden 

Pond to anything else.  Thus the CCA will not pursue these ideas at this time.  The remaining 

question provided respondents with the option to rate four ideas generated by the 2004 survey.    

The results are placed in order of ranking. 

 

Idea         Grade      A+ B C+D 

* Letôs have easier vehicle access to the Potomac for canoeing.       146  64% 33 

* I would like a community garden plot here in Cherrydale.        116  52% 31 

* I say letôs have a Potomac Ferry Passage to interesting river destinations.   109  49% 58 

* It would be nice to be able to swim in the Potomac in a safe.         97  43% 89 

Given the results to this question, we have made recommendations for a community garden in 

Cherrydale and note that there is interest for more access to the Potomac than currently 

available in Arlington.   

 

The following recommendations are based on survey results and the Cherrydale 

Committee for Parks and Open Spaces Plan: 

 

Recommendation- Corner Quincy and 15th St through to N Taylor St: This area by the 

several storied parking lot is smothered in invasive vines, covering now many dead trees.  We 

ask that VDOT and County work together to remove the invasive vines, cut down the dead trees 

and replace them and then set up regular maintenance so the vines to not come back. Definitely 

keep the vines off the fence for the safety of pedestrians.  Make the land area open and visible. 

Remove brush and camp-sites. Cherrydale would happily supply volunteers to help in this 

coordinated effort. 

 

Recommendation - County Program for Tree Maintenance Q no 66:  We support a County 

program to help homeowners maintain, rather than remove, large mature trees.  But this should 

be on an optional/strongly encouraged basis, not a mandatory basis.  

 

Recommendation (see Q43, Q 45, Q46, Q47, Q55, and Q56): As in our current NC Project, 

Oak Grove Park is a top priority for improvements.  It was voted our next priority NC project in 

2012. County should focus efforts here as soon as possible.  Despite its central location, it is 

severely under-utilized by the community.   We suggest focusing improvements at Oak Grove 

on older child playground/structure and tot playground as well as adding benches, and 

improving the existing fields.  We strongly want to retain the natural sense of Oak Grove Park 

with our NC Project.  We hope to create a place where children and adults can enjoy the 

outdoors, and develop an appreciation for the value of play.                       
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(continued)éDeborah Cook is the project captain. She and CCA leaders have met with county 

parks staff 3-4 times already as we plan the project. Parks already plans to install a clearly 

visible entrance on 17thstreet, a wheelchair accessible pathway around the playing field, a single 

2-tiered bleacher and an irrigation system for the playing field, plus, we have asked for water 

fountain at the time of installation of the irrigation system. The once attractive but overgrown 

gardens by the west fence have been denuded as we wait for new plantings from county.  Our 

NC project will focus on the playgrounds, adding a water fountain, and possible basketball area, 

all while supporting and maintaining the old growth oaks that gave the park its name.   

 

 

Recommendation (see Q48): Increased walkability and safe sidewalks are a must.   The high 

percentage (98%) of respondents who said they walk regularly in Cherrydale highlights the need 

for safe sidewalks and increased walkability in general throughout the Cherrydale neighborhood 

(meaning complete sidewalks, broad enough for strollers or people with disabilities to use, 

without ruts or bumps and with utility poles placed logically at the edge of the curb not 12-18 

inches into the pathway).  Cherrydale in general supports wider sidewalks, however, where 

placement or widening of existing sidewalk on an old narrow street would cause the loss of 

sufficient residential parking and hence the residents would not support a wider sidewalk, the 

CCA supports the minimum 3 foot sidewalk instead. 

 

Recommendation (based on votes at several CCA meetings since 2003): The CCA is not 

interested in any lights ever being placed in Oak Grove Park. County has agreed with this in the 

past.  The CCA expects County to uphold their agreement on this topic.  

 

 

Recommendation (based on a vote at the May, 2008 CCA meeting)  
 
o Oak Grove should not be expanded by the County through the use of eminent domain. 
 
The CCA voted against such a measure at our May 2008 CCA meeting and notified County. 
Assistant County Manager Shannon Flanagan Watson reassured us and the Goodmanôs on 
8/14/08: ñBased on discussions the County Manager has had with the County Board regarding 
Oakgrove Park and acquisition of the Goodman property at 1608 Quincy Street, the Manager 
will no longer actively pursue acquisition of 1608 from the Goodmanôs and will not recommend 
that the County Board use eminent domain to acquire the property.  However, should the 
Goodmanôs wish to voluntarily sell their property, the County is still interested in acquiring this 
property at some future date.ò  

 

Recommendation - Q no 44 & 45:  Add emergency phone near the covered bench along the I-

66-multi-use trail/bike path and one end of the Cherry Valley Nature Area to provide access 

from both areas in case of an emergency.  

 

Recommendation - Q no 44, Q45 &47: County should explore adding benches, water 

fountains with 2 spigots, one lower for pets, and emergency phones to neighborhood 

parks/outdoor recreational areas.   
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Recommendation- Q no 48: Increased walkability and safe sidewalks are a must.   The high 

percentage (98%) of respondents who said they walk regularly in Cherrydale highlights the need 

for safe sidewalks and increased walkability in general throughout the Cherrydale neighborhood 

(meaning complete sidewalks, broad enough for strollers or people with disabilities to use, 

without ruts or bumps and with utility poles placed logically at the edge of the curb not 12-18 

inches into the pathway). Cherrydale in general supports wider sidewalks, however, where 

placement or widening of existing sidewalk on an old narrow street would cause the loss of 

sufficient residential parking and hence the residents would not support a wider sidewalk, the 

CCA supports the minimum 3 foot sidewalk instead. 

 

Recommendation: Q no 51 & Q52 & Q77: install the flowering tree orchard and cherry tree 

alee approved by CCA 7/15/13 by Fall 2015, given the energy and willingness of CCA 

volunteers to help prepare the site especially our lead on this, Alexander Chi and his wife Jenny 

Ho of 3300 N18th St.  

 

Recommendation ï Q no 54:  SIGNS- County will work with Cherrydale to get the signs for 

expired construction projects removed and consolidate signs on one pole to remove clutter from 

view.   

 

Code and Zoning Enforcement will respond promptly to complaints about illegal signs, and keep 

the reporter updated on actions taken. 

 

County should allot a half day on weekends for code and zoning enforcement staff to visit the 

frequent weekend violations. This could be done creatively without actually requiring overtime or 

more staff.  

 

County should create a system where trained volunteers are allowed to remove illegal signs. 

 

Cherrydale will encourage businesses along Lee Hwy to maintain the ñvillageò character by 

making signage attractive.  

 

The locations receiving responses about unnecessary signage above 50% include: 

Lee Hwy sidewalk tree aisles (80% or 106/132) 

Lee Hwy median (Kenmore to Monroe) (61% or 81/132) 

Median at 5 Points intersection (58% or 77/132) 

  Median by Safeway (56% or 74/132) 

 

Recommendation- Q no 58, 59, 60: County should improve maintenance of trees and plants 

on traffic islands, medians, and sidewalks.  Cherrydale really expects the County to take care of 

the public areas, although volunteers are willing to do some of the care (for example, with a 

community garden or orchard, or help in parks such as Cherry Valley Nature Area).   

   

Recommendation- Q no 58, 59, 60: Cherrydale encourages the County to require businesses 

to care for the tree isles on Lee Hwy.  CCA has invited businesses to adopt trees on Lee hwy 
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with just a little success. If they were allowed to place an attractive placard on the tree 

advertising their contribution perhaps we would have greater success. County approval of such 

a reward system is needed. 

 

Also, when trees are planted, Cherrydale encourages the County to have County staff oversee 

the contractors to ensure that planting is done correctly (depth of holes dug, removal of burlap 

around root balls, replacement of sufficient soil, and coverage with mulch ï as examples) to 

ensure that the trees have a better chance for long term survival.    

 

Recommendation: Q no 58, 59, 60: The neighborhood strongly recommends that the County 

copy Falls Churchôs practices for planting and maintaining street trees. Reluctantly we 

recommend County redirect funds to maintain our trees as priority over planting trees in new 

places. We do want more trees, especially on Lee Hwy, but priority should be to keep alive what 

we have. A majority of respondents do NOT think the County is doing a good job of maintaining 

the trees they have planted on Lee Hwy, Quincy St., and elsewhere in Cherrydale, nor 

maintaining its medians/sidewalks/tree aisles. However County does have a commendable new 

system of planting and maintaining street trees which we are eager to see employed here along 

our main street. Redirection of funds to maintenance is critical to street tree canopy in 

Cherrydale. 

 

 

Recommendation: Q no 58, 59, 60, 61: County should plant hardier shade trees along Lee 

Highway.  Thus far the willow oaks seem to survive better than other species.  Cherrydale 

encourages the County to consult with their arborists or outside tree experts to determine the 

best trees for the sites in Cherrydale.  Soil, watering needs, etc. should all be taken into account 

in order to increase the longevity and chance of survival for the trees that are planted, ultimately 

making Cherrydale more attractive and conserving County funds by not having to regularly 

replace trees.  Again, we emphasize the need for County to have proper staffing be it 

employees or volunteer tree stewards on site when planting is done to observe and ensure 

that the contractors are doing the planting correctly.    

 

Recommendation- Q no 65: Cherrydale believes strongly that developers should be required 

to make greater efforts to save mature trees.  Additionally, we suggest that developers receive 

guidance as to logical placement of trees when planting new ones on home sites (so that 

homeowners donôt just come in and remove them because they are, for example, in the middle 

of the back yard).   

 

Recommendation ï Q no 66:  Cherrydale strongly supports the creation of (or publicizing of, if 

it exists already), a program that would help homeowners maintain their large mature trees 

rather than having homeowners remove these trees.  It can cost almost as much to trim a 

mature tree, removing old branches over roofs, as to cut it down, which is often why trees are 

simply removed.  
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Recommendation- Replace the tree swing on Stafford lot, which county initially specifically did 

not object to, in 2004, yet removed it at a later date. 

 

Recommendation- Cherrydale Park ï While we wait our turn to make this park another NC 

project, County should install an attractive sign on Lee hwy announcing the parkôs presence.  

We would appreciate it if Parks replaced the volleyball set at the Lee Hwy entrance to 

Cherrydale Park, on the left (west) side.   

 

Recommendation ï focus more on maintaining, especially watering  trees, rather than planting 

new ones, a large number of which have died here in Cherrydale. 

 

Internal Recommendation- Q no 62: Submit the list of trees respondents think are eligible for 

the County Notable Trees program to appropriate County employee/office.   

 

Wish List/ great ideas from survey: 

Recommendation ï Q no 53: Create easier access to the Potomac for canoeing/kayaking on 

the Arlington side. (This was also a suggestion from results of the 2004 survey.) 

 

Recommendation ï Q no 53: Create a community garden plot here in Cherrydale.  

 

Suggestions of possible county-wide appeal ï (Q no 53) 

¶ A large minority, 49% (109/222) liked the idea of a Potomac Ferry passage. 

¶ A not insignificant number, 43% (97/225), liked the idea of being able to swim in the 

Potomac.   

 

Other ideas for our parks include little lending library-in-a-BOXes such as the one below, photo 

by Jarret Ferrier, in Grover Park in DC. And repurposing fallen tree trunks into chairs and 

benches like this one below from Boston: 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

 

Throughout the decades, the neighborhoodôs interest in preserving the historic character of 

Cherrydale has not wavered.  Again and again, answers to the 2013 questionnaire reflect and 

emphasize how much value residents place on ñthe small town feel of the neighborhood.ò  

Maintaining an historic aesthetic and supporting the institutions that link modern Cherrydale to 

the past are very important.  For example, nine out of ten survey respondents support 

preserving the historic two- story Masonôs building that currently houses Cherrydale Hardware.  

 

The vast majority of what was said about Historic Preservation in the previous two Cherrydale 

Neighborhood Conservation Plans remains relevant today.  Many recommendations from 2005 

are still óworks in progressô and are reiterated herein.  They include adding historic markers to 

noteworthy businesses and homes, educating the public about possible tax credits for home 

rehabilitations that meet certain criteria, urging the County to reduce real estate taxes for 

historically sympathetic improvements and funding a historian to gather oral histories from 

longtime residents.  

 

Today, residents may be most concerned with wanting commercial developers to partner with 

the neighborhood in a common vision for historically sensitive development.  Cherrydale citizens 

view developers as potential partners in the community and the majority of respondents support 

requiring developers to contribute to walk/bike infrastructure and parks in Cherrydale when 

developing commercially.  Survey respondents likewise made clear they want historic buildings 

(or at the very least, their facades) to be maintained, along with maintaining low-rise buildings 

(preferably two, and not more than four, floors) as the street profile along Lee Highway. 

 

Residents also want to see more cherry trees added to the neighborhood (to replace the many 
which died in recent years ï and from which the neighborhood takes its name.)  Interestingly, 
when it comes to their own homes and the homes of their neighbors, nearly two thirds of 
respondents were unaware that possible tax credits exist for renovations on historic homes in 
Cherrydale exist.  At the same time, more than two-thirds supported the idea of creating 
Arlington tax credits for upgrading older homes. 
 
Importantly, there is strong agreement that the ósense of communityô cultivated over generations 
and tied to a rich history, is one of Cherrydaleôs most unique and best features. 
 
Reiteration & Reaffirmation of 2004 Recommendations  Regarding Historic Preservation 

Historic Markers:  Historic Markers should be placed at important sites.  The main ñCherrydaleò 

historic marker, now located on Military Road near the library, should be duplicated at a more 

prominent location where it will be more visible to the community.  Other markers should note 

the sites of the old Cherrydale School, the oldest homes in the neighborhood, the firehouse, and 

old Taylor Street substation, Shreveôs Store and Post, and other locations. 

Update: There are now two markers in the Cherrydale  neighborhood:  Cherrydale 

Volunteer Fire Station and Cherrydale Hardware.  The Countyôs Historic Preservation does not 

fund plaques for individual homes, but homeowners in both Lyon Village and Maywood have 

secured individual plaques on their own. 
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Historic Home Markers: CCA should investigate, and if there is enough interest among 

Cherrydale homeowners and it is financially feasible, develop a prototype ñCherrydale 

Neighborhood Historic Homeò marker and then propose such a program to the County for 

County-wide implementation.   If the County is not interested, Cherrydale could proceed for our 

neighborhood.   

Virginia Historic Landmark Designation and Historic Preservation Tax Credits Program: 

Cherrydale was listed in the Virginia Landmarks Register on 3/19/03 and was listed in the 

National Register of Historic Places shortly thereafter on 5/22/03. Because of this status, 

property owners may be eligible to take advantage of the state and federal tax credits for the 

rehabilitation of historic properties.  National Register designation will not affect ownersô rights to 

modernize and renovate their homes, but will help to preserve the historic exteriors and 

maintain the character of the neighborhood.  The Citizens Association should continue to work 

with the County to educate owners about the procedures for obtaining these incentives for 

historically sympathetic improvements to historic homes.  We urge the County to continue to 

clarify and advertise the requirements and step-by-step process of application and approval so 

that more homeowners become aware that their projects may qualify. Michale Levanthal retired 

in 2013 as Arlingtonôs Historic Preservation Coordinator. He was a crucial leader and friend of 

Cherrydale.  Cynthia Liccess-Torres is now the coordinator. We refer anyone interested in this 

money saving program to her. 

 

For more information on Rehabilitation Tax Credits go to:   

http://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/historic-preservation/financial-planning-

tools/ 

 

Tax Credit for Historic Improvements: Arlington County should offer some reduction in Real 

Estate taxes (or provide tax credits) for historically-sympathetic improvements to historic homes, 

with a lower cost floor than the Commonwealthôs 25% of current home value, to encourage 

preservation of such homes. 

http://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2014/02/HRI-Phase1.pdf 

 

Our own Eric Dobson leads Preservation Arlington whose mission is ñProtecting and Promoting 

Arlingtonôs Unique Character.ò  www.preservationarlington.org. 

  

 

Listed as our favorite stores in 2004 Survey,  

Cherrydale Hardware building is historic.  

Itôs employees however are young and fit, 

and always the first to clear their sidewalks 

during and after snow storms!  

 

For information on the historic buildings in 

Cherrydale see : 

www.preservationarlington.org  

http://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/historic-preservation/financial-planning-tools/
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/historic-preservation/financial-planning-tools/
http://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2014/02/HRI-Phase1.pdf
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Cherrydale Historic Buildings  (most information provided by Eric Dobson):  

 

The County adopted Historic Resources Inventory can be found at:  

http://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans -studies/historic -preservation/resources -inventory/  

It covers anything that is NOT a single -family property (so it covers commercial and 

apartments). There are four categories, from most important : Essential, Important, Notable, 

Minor.   

ESSENTIAL 

nothing in Cherrydale is listed éyet.  

IMPORTANT- under commercial buildings we have:  

¶ Cherrydale Hardware, 3805 Lee Highway, Circa 1936, VLR, NR HD, (Cherrydale) 

¶ Cherrydale Motors, 3412 Lee Highway, 1962, VLR, NR HD, (Cherrydale) 

¶ Unnamed Commercial Building  (Philippine Market), 3612 Lee Highway, Circa 1910, 

VLR, NR HD, (Cherrydale) 

¶ Unnamed Commercial Building (Wine Store), 4040 Lee Highway, 1953, VLR, NR HD, 

(Cherrydale) 

 

NOTABLE- under commercial buildings we have:  

¶ Ivey Building, 3436 Lee Highway, 1948, VLR, NR HD(Cherrydale) aka THE ART CORNER. 

(former Cherrydale Auto Parts store)  

¶ Unnamed Commercial Building, 3206 Lee Highway, 1951, VLR, NR HD, (Cherrydale)  

¶ Unnamed Commercial Building (Hair Salon), 3811 Lee Highway, Circa 1957, VLR, NR 

HD/NC (Cherrydale) 

¶ Unnamed Commercial Building (now Troutman Builders), 2113 North Quebec Street, 

1953, VLR, NR HD, (Cherrydale) 

¶ Unnamed Service Station (Rhineharts garage), 3203 Lee Highway, 1959, VLR, NR HD 

(Cherrydale)(Maywood) next to the short cut stairs up to Maywood, and the repaired 

bus stop by VDOT wall.  

 

MINOR: 

¶ Unnamed Commercial Building (MTFA building), 3200 Lee Highway, 1946 

¶ Unnamed Commercial Building (shops along Lee Hwy), 3510-3512 Lee Highway, 1952, 

VLR, NR HD, (Cherrydale) 

¶ Unnamed Commercial Building (shops along Lee Hwy), 3514-3516 Lee Highway, 1953, 

VLR, NR HD, (Cherrydale) 

¶ Unnamed Commercial Building (Northside Vet, Safeway, Progressive, Cherrydale 

Autoparts BUilding) , 4001-4003 Lee Highway, Circa 1925, VLR, NR HD, (Cherrydale) 

¶ Unnamed Commercial Building (Lamps store, Rosewood Imports), 4050 Lee Highway, 

1948, VLR, NR HD, (Cherrydale) 

¶ Unnamed Commercial Building (LaUnion), 4308 Lee Highway, Circa 1920, VLR, NR HD, 

(Cherrydale) 

http://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/historic-preservation/resources-inventory/
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This list ONLY includes the commercial buildings.   It does not include any speciifc houses.   It 

doesn't include the church at 21/Quebec or t he Cherrydale Bible Chapel nor the Cherrydale 

LIbrary.   We also have Stratford within  our boundaries, it is a National Register listing.   

The Cherrydale Fire Department is a local historic district.  

 
Additional notes: 
The ART CORNER, which used to house Cherrydale Auto Parts and has Ivey Welding next door 

is 3436 Lee Highway. This building is on the Countyõs Historic Resources Inventory list (HRI) 

and is listed as Notable.   The building is part of the National Register Historic District of 

Cherrydale, and is on the Virginia Landmark List.    We have been granted permission by owner 

to use the windows to promote Cherrydale (and Maywood) artists . See below. 

Photos all supplied by Eric Dobson in this section.  

 

 

The building which now housing Cherrydale Autoparts was a Safeway.  Built in òart decoó 

style for one of the world fairs. It has a lovely  tin ceiling in the storage area (no photo) . 

 

 Cherrydale Motors 



 57 

 
Philippine Market 1 

 

 
Newest building in Cherrydale, right side former Bono Films site, by I -66 

 

 
La Maison, one of newest businesses in older historic area. 
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2013 Survey Questions: # 69ï77    
 
The majority of respondents (70%) want developers of new commercial projects in Cherrydale  
to be required to make financial contributions to contribute to walk/bike infrastructure; 51% 

support contributions for parks; 42% want required contributions to create attractive visual 
entries (gateways) to Cherrydale;  33%  support required financial contributions for affordable 
housing in Cherrydale;  and 32% and 30%  voiced support for requiring developers to make 
financial contributions to fund public transport and public schools generally. 
 
90% are in favor preserving the Masonôs building, which currently houses Cherrydale Hardware. 
57% believe historic buildings along the Cherrydale Commercial District (such as Cherrydale 
Hardware, the Philippine Grocery) should be preserved in order to retain a link to our 
neighborhoodôs history and character, 35% said yes in certain circumstances and only 8% said 
no. 

 
If entire historic buildings cannot be preserved, 46% believe developers should be required to 
preserve their facades and incorporate them into new buildings and 40% agreed, in certain 
circumstances. If historic buildings cannot be preserved, 75% believe developers should be 

required to make financial contribution to a historic preservation fund in Cherrydale at least in 
certain circumstances.  

 
A surprising 62% were not aware that there is a possible Historic Preservation Tax Credit from 
Virginia for home renovations in Cherrydale because we are on the National Register of Historic 
Places. Yet when asked, ñWould you be interested in learning more about the Historic 
Preservation Tax Credit for home renovations?ò 59% said no, and only  41%  said yes. However 
70% would support the formation of an Arlington Tax Credit program for home owners to 
preserve their qualified older homes and restore/update them in a historically sensitive and 
approved manner. This would include energy tax credits for improving energy savings.  

 
Finally, when asked ñWould you like there to be more cherry trees in the Cherrydale 
neighborhood?ò 70% said yes. 

 

 

Recommendation - Q no 69: County should require (or at least strongly urge) all developers to 

partner with Cherrydale and make contributions to neighborhood parks, walking/biking trails, 

and the like.   

 

Recommendation: Q no 70, 71, 72: When undertaking any development, County should 
attempt to preserve the historic landmarks of Cherrydale and the historic character of the 
buildings and neighborhood within it. 

 

Recommendation: Q no 75, 76:  CCA should invite the appropriate County person/people to a 
neighborhood meeting to better explain possible tax credit opportunities to Cherrydale 
homeowners.  Additionally, CCA should regularly publish information about such tax credit 
opportunities in the Sweet & Sour neighborhood newsletter.   

 

Recommendation ï Q no 77: County should pursue locations to plant additional cherry trees in 
Cherrydale and have a strong plan of action to maintain them. 

 



 59 

Recommendation ï Q no 74, 75, 76:   County should create an Arlington Tax Credit program 
to encourage homeowners to preserve/restore/update qualified older homes in an historically 
sensitive and approved manner.  This could include, but not be limited to, additional energy tax 
credits for improving energy savings, a stated goal of Arlington County and a common challenge 
in older homes.  

 

 

 
Winning art proposal for the median on Lee Hwy, this art work depicts 3 panels on Cherrydale 

history (on south side) and 3 on the Maywood side (obscured, on north side), by Jarrett Ferrier. 

Voted number 1 choice  by Cherrydale and Maywood citizens. The iron work made by Ivy 

Welding, and the rail road ties from original rail road, donated.  Photo by Eric Dobson. 

 

Photo by Greg Embree 
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COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 

As mentioned earlier, one of the most significant changes within Cherrydaleôs landscape is the 

number of owner-occupied homes.  Owner occupied homes went from 55.9% in 2000 to 68.1% 

in 2010, while renter occupied homes dropped  from 40.9% in 2000 to 28.1% in 2010.  Other 

census data shows that Cherrydale now has more families, more children under 5 and more 

children 5-17 than in 2000.  It is not surprising, then, that some of the community services most 

important to the neighborhood today center on safety, libraries and community-building 

traditions such as parades.   

 

In the 2005 NC Plan, nine recommendations were made regarding Community Services.  Some 

have been resolved, such as location of the new fire house, and a request for monthly crime 

reports from Police District 1 to us, by neighborhood (Cherrydale, Maywood and Waverly). 

Other recommendations are still ñworks in progress,ò such as the HB Woodlawn expansion 

(once again an issue), continuing to support the needs of senior citizens, maintaining a 

Cherrydale liaison to Hunterôs Park Senior Living Center, supporting Cherrydale library and 

reinstating a neighborhood watch. 

 

Today, neighbors would also like to see multi-use walking/bike paths better lit and patrolled 

more frequently, especially near the I-66 parking garage.  They would like increased brush 

removal to widen and clear the multi-use paths and enhance sight lines.  Cherrydale residents 

value a walkable neighborhood with safe sidewalks to schools, shops and restaurants.  

Neighbors are concerned for safety, even if the majority of residents have not experienced 

property theft or vandalism firsthand. In 2010 a serial killer from Fort Meyers did attempt to grab 

a resident while she walked home late from work, in Cherrydale, on Quincy St.  Phenomenal 

police work caught the man but only after he successfully captured another woman several 

weeks later only a few blocks southwest of here. A strong alert system is necessary and the list 

serve could provide such an alert with police cooperation. 

 

Schools 

Cherrydale is served by three elementary schools. Glebe and Taylor Elementary Schools (K-5) 

are both Arlington County Public schools, though neither is within the boundaries of Cherrydale.   

St. Agnes parochial grade school (K-8) is located in Cherrydale.  There is a fourth elementary 

school, Arlington Science Focus, just a block away from our southern border but it is a ñTeam 

Schoolò and as such only students from Jamestown, Key, ATS and Taylor elementary schools 

are eligible to attend.  Because no public elementary school is located within Cherrydale, a large 

number of our young children instead are bused or driven to Taylor Elementary across the 5-

Point intersection or across Glebe Road to Glebe Elementary.  Our middle school children 

attend Swanson Intermediate School (a bus ride away), while high school students can walk to 

Washington-Lee High School. H.B. Woodlawn is a Countywide Choice school for grades 6-12 

located in Cherrydale but only those who win a lottery may attend.   

While we did not include specific questions about schools in the 2013 survey, it is clear from the 

responses that Cherrydale residents want our students to be able to walk safely to school. 
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Arlington Schools within 1 mile walking distance of Cherrydale (map by Chris Vargas). 

 

   
Photo   HB Woodlawn Alternative High School map of its boundaries, (photo map by Chris Vargas) 


